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iterial
A FTER long months of anlicipation

the General Conference session is
now history. A new leader stands at the
helm of God's remnant church. The
whole world is anxiously watching the
Middle East. It seems that over six bil-
lion people are standing at the edge of
oblivion, knowing that the world can-
not continue for long in the course that
it is now charting. News of the cataclys-
mic potential of the world's nuclear re-
sources fills the television screens.
Newscasters are baffled by each day's
crisis, and the world's leaders 3rc grop-
ing for solutions to the unsolvable prob-
lems they face with the economy, pollu-
tion, poverty, crime, drugs, and dis-
ease. We are reminded of the faithful
last-day prophet's words of inspiration
in Testimonies, vol. 9, 11-14:

"We are living in the time of the
end. The fast-fulfilling signs of the
times declare that the coming of Christ
is near at hand. The days in which we
live arc solemn and important. The
Spirit of God is gradually but surely
being withdrawn from the earth.
Pla,,'lIes and judgments are already fall-
ing upon the despisers of the grace of
God. The calamities by land and sea,
the unsettled state of society, the
alarms of war, are portentous. They
forecast approaching events of the
greatest magnitude.

'"The agencies of evil are combin-
ing their forces and consolidating.
They are strengthening for the last
great crisis. Great changes arc soon to
take place in our world, and the final
movements will be rapid ones.

"The condition of things in the
world shows that troublous times are
right upon us. The daily papers are full
of indications of a terrible contlict in
the near future. Bold robberies are of
frequent occurrence. Strikes aTC com-
mon. Thefts and murders arc com-
mitted on every hand. Men possessed
of demons are taking the lives of men,
women, and little children. Men have
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become infatuated with vice, and every
species of evil prevails.

UThe enemy has succeeded in per-
vertingjustice and in filling men's
hearts with the desire for selfish gain.
'Justice standeth afar off: for truth is
fallen in the street, and equily cannot
enter.' Isaiah 59:14. In the great cities
there are multitudes living in poverty
and wretchedness, well-nigh destitute
of food, shelter, and clothing; while in
the same cities are those who have
more than heart could wish, who live
luxuriously, spending their money on
richly furnished houses, on personal
adornment, or worse still, upon the
gratification of sensual appetites, upon
liquor, tobacco, and other things that
destroy the powers of the brain, un-
balance the mind, and debase the soul.
The cries of starving humanity are com-
ing up before God, while by every spe-
cies of oppression and extortion men
are piling up colossal fortunes....

uThere are not many, even among
educators and statesmen, who
hend the causes that underlie the pres-
ent state of society. Those who hold the
reins of government are not able to
solve the problem of moral corruption,
poverty, pauperism, and increasing
crime. They are struggling in vain to
place business operations on a more se-
cure basis. If men would give more
heed to the teaching of God's Word,
they would find a solution of the prob-
lems that perplex them.

"The Scriptures describe the condi-
tion of the world just before Christ's
second coming. Of the men who by
robbery and extortion are amassing
great riches, it is written: 'Ye have
heaped treasure together for the last
days. Behold, the hire of the labourers
who have reaped down your fields,
which is of you kept back by fraud,
crieth: and the cries of them which
have reaped are entered into the cars of
the Lord of sabaoth. Ye have lived in
pleasure on the earth, and been wanton;

ye have nourished your hearts, as in a
day of slaughter. Ye have condemned
and killed the just; and he doth not re-
sist you.' James 5:3--Q

«But who reads the warnings given
by the fast-fulfilling signs of the times?
What impression is made upon world-
lings? What change is seen in their atli-
tude? No more than was seen in the atti-
tude of the inhabitants of the Noachian
world. Absorbed in worldly business
and pleasure, the antediluvians 'knew
not until the Flood came, and took
them all away.' Matlhew 24:39. They
had Heaven-sent warnings, but they re-
fused to listen. And today the world, ut-
terly regardless of the warning voice of
God, is hurrying on to eternal ruin."

We are approaching the end of the
6,000 years of the great controversy.
How much time is left to the remnant
church to prepare itself to give the loud
cry to the world? Only God knows. But
the signs tell us that time is very short.
"For He will finish the work, and cut it
short in righteousness: because a short
work will the Lord make upon the
earth." Romans 9:28

Let us now remember the last move-
ments are very rapid. The loud cry is
more than 100 years overdue. The
angel of Revelation 18 came down to
do his work in 1888, but was turned
back by our rejection of the precious
message that the fourth angel symbol-
izes. See The Seventh-dayAdventist
Bible Cammelltary, vol. 7, 984; At The
Crossroads: The Seventh-dayAdventist
Church 1990

In 1899 the servant of the Lord
wrote: "Years ago the time came for
the Holy Spirit to descend in a special
manner upon God's earnest, self-sacri-
ficing workers. The Lord will greatly
bless His tried and chosen ones if they
will co-operate with Him.... fAt
Pentecost the Holy Spirit] was given in
no stinted measure; for it filled all the
place where the disciples were silting.
So will it be given to us when our
hearts are prepared to receive it."Mall-
uscript Releases, vol. 1, 175-176

We pray that the watchmen on the
walls of Zion will now give the trum-
pet the certain sound of alarm and
warning, that the pulpits of Adventism
may ring out the warning and prepare
our people and the world for the soon
coming of our King and Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

RON SPEAR-EDtTOR
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and tailor the thinking of the world's
masses. Designer thinking is needed, so
that, at least in those areas critical to
co-operation, peoplewill compliantly go
along with this common goal of saving
our planet and establishing a one-world
order of peace and prosperity.

For a number of years powerful
forces have been working behind the
scenes to bring about this one-world
order. Leaders in these movements
were once thought, at best, to be vision-
aries who were out of touch with real-
ity. Often they were seen as weirdos on
the the lunatic fringe of acceptable
society.

Probably one of the most convincing
evidences of the success of Satan's

Dr. Vernon Shafer is a practicing clinical
psychologist living in Col/ege Place, Wash-
illgtOIl.

THE year 2035: In an effort to hold
back rising sea water, massive dikes

have been built around New Orleans,
New York, and Miami. Phoenix is
baking in its third week of temperatures
of 115 degrees. Decades of drought
have laid waste to the once fertile Mid-
west farm-belt. Hurricanes batter the
Gulf Coast, and forest fires continue to
blacken thousands of acres across the
country-Welcome to the 21st Cen-
tury." Thus Jercmy Rifkin, president of
the Greenhouse Crisis Foundation in
Washington, D.C., pictures a sample of
what we can expect in the near future.

This internationally known en-
vironmental activist and author of the
Bantam New Age bookEn/ropy goes on
to say:
"According to projections by some

climatologists and environmental scien-
tists, this could be OUf future if loday's

industrial and technological practices
continue unchecked. The evidence is
clear-the greenhouse effect, a hole in
the ozone layer, acid rain, devastating
droughts, catastrophic floods, an in-
crease in cancers-humanity is heading
for a global disaster of its own making."!

Many sincere, intelligent, thinking
people see this evidence and are con-
vinced that it is urgent; something must
be done to stop these self-destructive
forces. Because it seems so logical and
reasonable and the threat so real, many
are energetically working to convince
the world that we must clean up our act
and save ourselves by saving our planet,
Mother Earth.

In order to get the billions of people
on the earth to go along willingly with
the proposed new world order, it is
necessary to get them all to think alike.
A master plan must be devised to modify

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Vernon Shafer I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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To achieve world government, it is necessary to
remove from the minds of men their
individualism, loyalty to family tradition,
national patriotism, and religious dogmas

counterfeit scheme is seen in the dra-
matic change in this attitude. Today,
concern for environmental issues, world
peace, and one-world or global thinking
is the "in thing" at the highest levels of
society. Leaders in these areas have
taken on the stature and charisma of
mystical saviors of the world who have
the vision to lead us into self-salvation.
A multitude of VOices, warning that

our planet is in critical danger of annihi-
lation, insist that this danger justifies any
sacrifices that must be made. Nations, it
is argued, must give up their selfish and
outdated insistence on nationalism.
They must give up their sovereignty and
surrender their armaments consistent
with United Nations planning. All of this
is promised to end the threat of global
war and usher in an era of unparalleled
peace and safety.

It is now becoming apparent that
powerful forces have actually been
working on this one-world survival con-
cept for years. Behind the scenes, men in
high places have been diligently at work,
attempting to shape men's thinking to
prepare them for this great effort to save
ourselves.

We need only to look around us and
watch the evening news to see how
rapidly and successfully this change in
men's thinking is being effected.

But how do you sell this idea to the
man in the street? How do you con-
vince the family on the farm, the
middle class people (the bulwark of
stability in any society)? These are the
little people, historically conservative,
fiercely patriotic, and loyal to tradi-
tional values.

It is acknowledged that these atti-
tudes and values must be changed. This
can be achieved only by carefully in-
doctrinating everyone with a conscious-
ness of the critical issues. The traditional
values and beliefs that have been seen
for centuries as giving stability to fami-
lies and societies in the past must all be
torn down and replaced with a new kind
of global-consciousness thinking.

One-world leaders have generally
agreed upon this basic agenda for this
colossal undertaking. Brock Chisolm,
director of the World Health Organiza-
tion, has described what must be done.
ThI Brooke, author of Wilen the World
Will Be One, has summarized Chisolm's
agenda:

uTh achieve world government, it is
necessary to remove from the minds of
men their individualism, loyalty to

family tradition, national patriotism, and
religious dogmas....
"We have swallowed all manner of

poisonous certainties fed us by our
parents, our Sunday and day school
teachers, our politicians, our priests, our
newspapers, and others with vested in-
terests in controlling us.
"The reinterpretation and eventual

eradication of the concept of right and
wrong which has been the basis of child
training, the substitution of intelligent
and rational thinking for faith in the
certainties of the old people, these are
the belated objectives ... for charting
the changes of human behavior.'"

One cannot read this agenda for
change without recognizing how effec-
tively it is already being achieved in our
society today. With the discrediting of
religious and traditional moral values
and the deliberate effort to eliminate the
whole concept of right and wrong, is it
any wonder we see the decay of our
families and social structure? This in
itself is another fulfillment of Bible
prophecy, which predicts that in the last
days, along with a general destruction of
moral values, men would be "despisers
of those that are good.'"

There are several areas of special
focus being used to achieve these goals
of changing men's thinking. One is a
major tactic that has been used over and
over as a very effective tool of social and
political change. Known as management

by enSIS, this method has been fine
tuned by its extensive use in the com-
munist world. This technique involves
leading people to accept the changes to
be adopted by a simple step-by-step
process. First the people must be con-
vinced that there is a need for change to
be brought about. This need is highly
publicized, capitalizing on any naturally
occurring events or crises.

Let us say that gun control is being
advocated in order to render a populace
more impotent and less likely to re,ist

police-state contr!)1. The people must
be convinced that private ownership of
guns is a most dangerous threat to
public welfare and safety. The tragic
occurrence of gun accidents or crimi-
nal misuse of guns will be highly pub-
licized. These incidents will be re-
peatedly shown in the most gory and
bloody detail. Incessantly, the public
will be bombarded with the emotional
outcry from authorities and prominent
public figures, urging that this sense-
less killing and carnage must be
stopped.
If a natural crisis is not conveniently

available to facilitate the management-
by-crisis process, one can always be
created. The crisis is presented as a
threat to the peace, security, or welfare
of the popUlace, until they rise up in
mass with a public outcry that some-
thing must be done to correct the prob-
lem.
The next step is for the engineers of

this process to introduce and publicize
their solution. This is given authenticity
and credibility by staging public en-
dorsements from leading scientific and
political experts. The result is that a
social and political climate has been
created that facilitates speedy enactment
and acceptance of laws, policies, and
regulations that earlier would have been
categorically rejected and vigorously
opposed by the very people now clamor-
ing for their adoption.

Because this is a carefully planned
strategy to serve a hidden, long-range
purpose, the laws or solutions enacted
are always designed to go far beyond the
need to solve the immediate crisis. From
the beginning they were designed to
increase the power and control of the
social or political planners and to pro-
mote their long-range agenda. The func-
tion of management by crisis is to
manipulate people into accepting some-
thing they would never have considered
before the managed crisis.
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Gradually people are being manipulated to
gladly give up their old values and freedoms
and to passively accept more and more
government control for the price of promised
convenience, security, peace, and prosperity

The classic example of this process
is the communist design for taking over
the government of a country. The first
step is to create a crisis of anarchy and
disestablishment. Carefully trained party
operatives and activists function as sab-
oteurs, terrorists, and agitators. They
disrupt public services and create in-
numerable incidents of mob violence,
civil unrest, and disobedience. The local
police are overwhelmed. It is no longer
safe to be on the streets. Merchants are
extorted and terrorized with threats and
violence. All the while, these events are
highly publicized in the media with a
constant bombardment of the message

that someone must do something to re-
store law and order.

When the populace has had enough,
when they are finally convinced that
anything would be better than this social
instability, then they will gladly vote
into power any party that appears to
have the capacity to produce the prom-
ised law and order. But what they didn't
bargain for was that they had sold their
souls and their freedoms to a totalitarian
dictatorship for the promise of peace and
safety.

This technique continues to be used
just as effectively on numerous I'ronts
today. Gradually people are being
manipulated to gladly give up their old
values and freedoms and to passively
accept more and mOTe government con-
trol I'or the price of promised con-
venience, security, peace, and prosper-
ity. This is the bait used to deceive
people into abandoning their traditional
values so that they will go along with the
new world order.

Another technique used by the de-
signers of one-world thinking is targeted
at those people who have traditionally
been the foundation of stability and
prosperity in a nation-the middlc class
and the farmers. The goal is to erode the
middle class, to get the people ofl' the
land and into the cities, and to increase
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their dependency on jobs or on the State.
It is the self-employed middle class that
have always resisted government con-
trol and reVOlutionary change. There-
fore, for the good and survival of the
planet, it is believed that this resistance
must be neutralized.

Efforts are made to gradua.1ly insti-
tute more and mOre pervasive regulatory
control over every aspect of people's
lives. A dependent person is always
more amenable to control if he knows
his comfort and security or survival is at
stake.

Consortiums of huge agribusinesses
have lobbied for laws and government

regulations that in many cases have
destroyed the small farmer's capacity to
compete in the market. It has been no
secret that the pattern of economic
manipulation and influence by mega-
agribusinesses has created a series of
financial crises for farmers, which have
gradually forced masses of farmers off
the land and into the cities where they
join the lines looking for hourly jobs or
become dependent on the State. As they
go bankrupt and lose their farms to the
bank, the farms are then absorbed by
the huge, often foreign or international
landholding corporations.

To the one-world thought planners
economic chaos and crisis are indis-
pensable tools with which to manipUlate
the people. Thchniques of divide and
conquer are focused on areas of re-
sistance to Change, while diverting the
attention of the masses from what is
happening by agitating other highly
emotional issues in the media.

The result is that once intensely in-
dependent, strong supporters of personal
freedom and free enterprise are now
being absorbed into the urban masses,
becoming dependent on hourly wages
from a faceless corporation employer or
dependent on government programs. In
the whole process a major stronghold of
traditional values and independent

thinking has just been effectively
neutralized.

Lest we be too critiCal of the motives
of these thought designers, we must
remember that [or the most part these are
sincere people who truly believe that
this is the only possible way our planet
can be saved from sell'-destruction. 01'
course, their conclusions appear entirely
reasonable and convincing Dilly if we
leave God and His rescue plan out of the
picture.

A third focus in this massive effort
to effect a worldwide change in
people's thinking is through the use of
satellite, linking worldwide television.
Numerous efforts have been made in
recent years to launch worldwide mega-
entertainment events targeted at instill-
ing the message of global unity and
survival. Each event has become more
successful and sophisticated in its world
coverage. On June 3, 1989, the biggest
yet was the major global five-hour
mega-broadcast from New York, Lon-
don, and Moscow called "Our Common
Future" with a potential viewing
audience of one and one half to two
billion around the world. Studded with
the most brilliant rock stars and enter-
tainment grcats, to attract the young
people, the message-packed music was
interspersed with testimonials from
numerous major world leaders. In-
cluded in the roster were Li Ping, prime
minister of China; Michael Rocard,
prime minister of France; Senator AI
Gore Jr. of the United States Senate;
Robert Hawke, prime minister of
Australia; Margaret Thatcher, prime
minister of Great Britain; George Bush,
president of the United States.

Rock star Bob Geldorf, a major or-
ganizer of these mega-broadcasts, made
very clear the purpose of the mega-
media event when he announced:

"Unless we change the way we
think, and unless some of the politicians
on the show tonight answer some 01' the
questions we have to ask, then this pro-
gram will be pointless. So the first thing
we have to ask you tonight is to rcally
change the way you think.'"

All these voices pushed the one
themc, "We are one world with one
future, 'Our Common Future.' " Every-
one was getting on the bandwagon. John
Denver, a major globalist-activist, ar-
ticulated the theme of the broadcast in
his song, "It's About Time." Notice how
he clearly attempts to unite the paganism
oflndia with the world leadership of the



With subtle stealth, but with terrible,
irresistible force like an unstoppable
juggernaut, these forces of deception are
fulfilling God's prophetic timetable of last-day
events

Papacy in this massivc global-unifying
effort as he sings in his haunting style:
There is a full moon over India,
And Gandhi lives again.
It's about time we realize it;
We'rc all in this together.
It's about time we find out
It's all of us or none.
Therc is a light in the Vatican window
For all the world to sce,
And a voice cries in the wilderness;
Sometimes he speaks to me.
I suppose I love him most of all
When he kneels to kiss the land
With his lips upon our Mother's breast.
It's about time we start to see it;
The earth's our only home.
It's about time we begin it;
To turn this world around.
It's about peace, and it's about plenty,
And it's about time.
It's about you and me together,
And it's about time."5

Tlte New Age Journal" reported that
the organizers of "Our Common Fu-
ture," with the endorsement of President
George Bush, were planning a satcUite-
connected worldwide concert on April
22, 1990, to be broadcast from the top of
Mount Everest, where climbers from the
Unitcd States, China, and the Soviet
Union were to meet to broadcast a mes-
sage of harmony and peace.
Though these mega-events are

spectacular and reach billions of
listeners at one time, of equal impor-
tance is the incessant, relentless bom-
bardment in the media to promote the
new globalist propaganda. Rock musi-
dans on radio, television, and records
are making a determined and largely
successful effort to tcar down our so-
cial mores, standards, and values, pre-
paring the way for a New Age, one-
world consciousness.

As early as the 60s, rock luminaries
were telling us their design for changing
the thinking and the values of a whole
generation of society. Jimmy Hendrix,
considered a genius, the highest paid
guitar player in history until he suffo-
cated in his own vomit after a drug
overdose, had this to say:

"Music is spiritual, you can hypno-
tize the kids with the music, and then,
when you get them at their weakest
point, you can preach into their subcon-
scious whatever you want to say."7

Rock singer David Crosby admitted:
"I figured the only thing to do was to

swipe their kids.... By saying that, I'm

not talking about kidnapping, I'm just
talking about changing their value sys-
tems, which removes them from their
parent's world very effectively.'tS

Ed Sauders of lhe rock group The
Fugs clearly acknowledged their de-
signer-thinking function when he said:
"Our role is to influence teenagers with
socially radical views. ''9

But most of us were not listening
then. And today even fewer seem to be
aware that these fine-tuned techniques
are being used even more effectively to
prepare the world for Satan's master
deception. With subtle stealth, but with
terrible, irresistible (orce like an unstop-
pable juggernaut, these forces of decep-
tion are spreading the message around
the world with convincing appeal, all the
while fulfilling God's prophetic time-
table of last-day events.

The effoTts of thought programmers
to use the mass media to accomplish
their goal of "the spiritual transfor"'a-
tion of humanity" is lauded in World
Goodwill, a New Age newsletter of
Lucis Publications (formerly Lucifer

Press). The writers acclaim the en-
gineers of the worldwide telecasts such
as "Our Common Future" saying:

"Programmers like these and so
many others [areJ playing a powerful
role in the education of humanity.

"Profound changes are taking place;
a new vision is being communicated to a
mass audience through the media.

"The mass media, they confidently
assert, 'educates minds and hearts for a
global age.' "'0

A key force in this use of the media
to convert the world to their global
ideas is "The Better World Society,"
founded and headed by the American
media magnate Ted Turner. Former
United States president, Jimmy Carter,
communist statesman Georguj Arbotov
of the Soviet Union and Zhou Boping
of China are members of Turner's
board of directors. According to the

stated purpose of the society, it "is
dedicated to using the power of televi-
sion to .. _foster international under-
standing and co-operation, ... to be-
come ... news agents for the global
village." 11

Twner's close associate in New Age
and global planning, Barbara Marx Hub-
bard, has more clearly stated the goals of
the mass-media cffort. She says they
want to "evolve television media from
its present state into a campaign for
Earth!" At a mass planning session at
John Denver's "Windstar" retreat in
Colorado, Ms. Hubbard declared, "We
3re overcoming now. When we can ex-
press the joy and oneness we feel at
Windstar ... we are no longer getting
there, we are here!" She describes com-
munism as a bona fide, legitimate re-
ligion and declares her hope in the "next
slate of evolution-a coming one-world
religion."12

A fourth front of concentrated effoTt
in the campaign to indoctrinate the
youth with the one-world, global philos-
ophy is to infiltrate and take over 'he

nation's education system. The open
advocacy of the New Age paganism and
one-world point of view in the nation's
textbooks would startle anyone who
took the time to survey even a few.
Notice some examples:

Evolution:

"Infants can grasp an Object, such
as a finger, so strongly that they can be
lifted into the air. We suspect this re-
flex is left over from an earlier stage in
human evolution, when babies had to
cling to their ape-like mothers' coats
while mothers were climbing or
searching for food." Understanding
Psychology (Random House, 1980),
167-168

"Man is, without question, the most
outstanding product of eVOlution. In a

Continued on 30
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The Mystic Ladder
JACOB'S experience as a wanderer
from his home, when he was shown

the mystic ladder, on which descended
and ascended the angels of heaven, was
designed to teach a great truth in regard
to the plan of salvation. The purposes of
God were opened to the discouraged
man, who felt himself cut off from God
and man. In marvelous love, Christ pre-
sented before him in a dream the way of
life. The truth was unfolded before him
in the emblem, and its significance is as
great in our day as it was in his.

"And he dreamed, and behold a lad-
der set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven: and behold the an-

thee of. And Jacob awaked out of his
sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in
this place; and I knew it not. And he was
afraid, and said, How dreadful is this
place! this is none other but the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven....
And he called the name of that place
Bethel." Genesis 28:12-17, 19
Nthough the plan of salvation was

not then as clearly unfolded as it is in our
day, the Lord Jesus communicated most
wonderful things to His children.

The ladder represented Christ; He is
the channel of communication between
heaven and earth, and angels go to and
fro in continual intercourse with the
falJen race. The words of Christ to
Nathanael were in harmony with the
figure of the ladder, when He said,
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Here-
after ye shall see heaven open, and the
angels of God ascending and de-
scending upon the Son of man." John
1:51. Here the Redeemer identifies
Himself as the mystic ladder, that
makes communication possible be-
tween heaven and earth.

When Jesus said, "I am the way, the
truth, and the life" (John 14:6), He ut-
tered a truth of wonderful significance.
The transgression of man had separated
earth from heaven, and finite man from
the infinite God. As an island is sepa-
rated from a continent, so earth was cut
off from heaven, and a wide channel
intervened between man and God. Jesus
bridged this gulf, and made a way for
man to come to God. He who has no
spiritual light sees no way, has no hope;
and men have originated theories of
their own regarding the way to life.

The Romanist points the sinner to the
Virgin Mary, to penances, indulgences,
and the absolution of the priest; and to
this theory come those who would be
saved in their sins, and those who would

gels of God ascending and descending be saved by their own merit. But the
on it. And, behold, the LoRD stood only name given among men whereby
above it, and said, I am the LoRD God of they can be saved is Jesus. Across the
Abraham thy father, and the God of gulf that sin has made come His words,
Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to "I am the way, the truth, and the life."
thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and There is but one mediator between God
thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and man. In heaven this great truth was
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, announced. A voice from the throne was
and to the east, and to the north, and to heard, saying, "Sacrifice and offering
the south: and in thee and in thy seed Thou wouldst not, but a body hast Thou
shall alJ the families of the earth be preparedMe." Hebrews 10:5
blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, Isaiah, looking forward in prophetic
and will keep thee in alJ places whither vision, writes, "Unto us a child is born,
thou goest, and will bring thee again into unto us a son is given: and the govern-
this land; for I will not leave thee, until I ment shall be upon His shoulder: and
have done that which I have spoken to His name shall be called Wonderful,
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All warfare is useless unless Christ's power is
combined with human effort. But while we can
do nothing without Him, we have something to
do in connection with Him

Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever-
lasling Father, The Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of His government and
peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom,
to order it, and to cstablish it with judg-
ment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever." 9:6-7

And from the wilderness, the voice
of the messenger cries, "Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world." John 1:29. The beloved
disciple declares of Him: "In the begin-
ning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in thc beginning with God. All
things were made by Him; and without
Him was not any thing made that was
made. In Him was life; and the lifc was
the light of men. And the light shineth in
darkness; and the darkness compTe·
hcndccl it nol. ... And the Word was

made Ilesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begottcn of the Father,) full of
grace and trulh." John 1:1-5, 14

Christ only is the way, the truth, the
life; and man can be justified alone
through the imputation of Christ's right-
eousness. Man is justified freely by
God's grace through faith, and not by
works, lest any man should boast. Salva-
tion is the gift of God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Many have fell their
hopeless condition, and have asked in
pcrplexity, "How shall we gain admis-
sion to the world to corne? Earth lies
under the curse, and is doomed to de-
struction; how shall we be able to enter
the city of God?" We would point you to
Christ, the way, the truth, the life-the
mystic ladder between heaven and earth.

After the enemy had betrayed Adam
and Eve into sin, the connection between
heaven and earth was severed; and had it
not been for Christ, the way to heaven
would never have been known by the
fallen race. But "God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life." John
3:16. Christ is the mystic ladder, the
base of which rests upon the earth, and
whose topmost round reaches to the
throne of the Infinitc. The children of
Adam are not left desolate and alienated
from God; for through Christ's right-
eousness we have access unto the Father.
"By Me," said Christ, "if any man enter
in, he shaU be saved, and shaU go in and
out, and find pasture." John 10:9. Let
earth be glad, let the inhabitants of the
world rejoice, that Christ has bridged the
gulf which sin had made, and has bound
earth and heaven together. A highway
has been cast up for the ransomed of the
Lord. The weary and heavy laden may
corne unto Him, and find rest to their
souls. The pilgrim may journey toward
the mansions that He has gone to prepare
for those who love Him.

In assuming humanity, Christ
planted the ladder firmly upon the earth.
The ladder reaches unto the highest
heaven, and God's glory shines from its
summit and illuminates its whole length,
while the angels pass to and fro with
messages from God to man, with peti-
tion and praise from man to God.
Through the divine nature, Christ was
one with the Father; and by assuming
humanity, He identified Himself with
man. He, "being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God: but made Himself of no reputation,
and took upon Him the form of a ser-
vant, and was made in the likeness of
men." Philippians 2:6-7. In the vision of
Jacob was represented the union of the
human and the divine in Christ.

As the angels pass to and fro on the
ladder, God is represented as looking
down with favor upon the children of
men because of the merit of His Son.

Every minister should learn the les-
sons which Christ taught, that he may be
able to instruct sinners in the way of
salvation. Christ said, "And I, if I be

lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto me." John 12:32. The sinner
cannot take one step unless the Spirit
draws him; he must cling 10 Christ if he
would be saved. If he ascends to heaven,
it must be by mounting up step by step
the whole height of Christ's work, so
that Christ shall be his wisdom, right-
eousness, sanctification.
tion.

The gaining of eternal life is no easy
thing. By living faith we are to keep on
reaching forward, ascending the ladder
round by round, seeing and taking the
necessary steps; and yet we must under-
stand that not one holy thought, not one
unselfish act, can be originated in self. It
is only through Christ that there can be
any virtue in humanity. Without Christ
we can do no good thing, but with Him
we may do all things. It is at this point
that many stumble, to their ruin. They
think that they must struggle in their
own strength to grow into goodness,
before they can receive a new heart. But
such effort is in vain. All warfare is
useless unless Christ's power is com-
bined with human effort. But while we
can do nothing without Him, we have
something to do in connection with Him.
At no time must we relax our spiritual
vigilance; for we are hanging, as it were,
between heaven and earth. We must
cling to Christ, climb up by Christ,
become laborers together with Him in
the saving of our souls.

We are not merely to see a way by
which to cross the gulf of sin, but we are
to appreciate the value of the ransom
paid for our souls; we are to realize
something of what has been suffered
that we might be forgiven, and rescued
from destruction. We are to rejoice that
the alOnement is complete; and believ-
ing in Christ as our complete Saviour,
we may know that the Father loves us,
even as He loves His Son. 0

Review alldHerald, vol. 2,437-438

As we listen to the words of
Christ we will get truth. It is
light; it is the way we are to
travel to reach the heaven of
eternal rest. It is the truth, and
let us hang our helpless souls

upon it.

Sermons and Talks, vol.l, 229
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has given to the remnant church would
be discarded. Our religion would be
changed. The fundamental principles
that have sustained the work for the last
fifty years would be accounted as error.
A new organization would be estab-
lished. Books of a new order would be
written. A system of intellectual philoso-
phy would be introduced. The founders
of this system would go into the cities,
and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath
of course, would be lightly regarded, as
also the God who created it. Nothing
would be allowed to stand in the way of
the new movement. The leaders would
teach that virtue is better than vice, but
God being removed, they would place
their dependence on human power,
which, without God, is worthless. Their
foundation would be built on the sand,
and storm and tempest would sweep
away the structure.

"Who has authority to begin such a
movement? We have our Bibles. We
have our experience, attested to by the
miraculous working of the Holy Spirit.
We have a truth that admits of no com-
promise. Shall we not repudiate every-
thing that is not in harmony with this
truth?" Ibid., book 1, 204-205

In order to accomplish the changing
of our doctrines by writing and printing
books of a new order, to bring into the
church an intellectual philosophy, there
must first be a downgrading of the Spirit
of Prophecy, then nothing will be al-
lowed to stand in the way of the new
movement. Ellen White explained this
procedure in these prophetic words:

"Some who arc not willing to receive
the light, but who prefer to walk in ways
of their own choosing, will search the
Testimonies to find something in them to
encourage the spirit of unbelief and dis-
obedience. Thus a spirit of disunion will
be brought in; for the spirit which leads
them to criticize the Testimonies will
also lead them to watch their brethren to
find in them something to condemn.

"Satan is ... constantly pressing in
the spurious-to lead away from the truth.
The very last deception of Satan will be to
make of none effect the testimony of the
Spirit of God. 'Where there is no vision,
the people perish.' Proverbs 29:18. Satan
will work ingeniously, in different ways
and through different agencies, to unsettle
the confidence of God's remnant people
in thc true testimony.
"Therc will be a hatred kindled

against the 'Testimonies which is satanic.
The workings of Satan will be to unsettle

when the gospcl has been preached to
the world therc will be an attempt to
remove the landmarks and pillars of our
faith. See The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Cammell/ary, vol. 7,985

Let us turn to Inspiration:
"The enemy will set everything in

operation to uproot the confidence of the
believers in the pillars of our faith in the
messages of the past, which have placed
us upon the elevated platform of eternal
truth, and which have established and
given charaCler to the work. The Lord
God of Israel has led out His people,
unfolding to them truth of heavenly
origin. His voice has been heard, and is
still heard, saying, 'Go forward from
strength to strength, from grace to grace,
from glory to glory.' The work is
strengthening and broadening, for the
Lord God of Israel is the defeose of His
people." Ibid., book 2, 388

"The enemy of souls has sought to
bring in the supposition that a great
reformation was to take place among
Seventh-day Adventists, and that this
reformation would consist in giving up
the doctrines which stand as the pillars
of our faith, and engaging in a process of
reorganization. Were this reformation to
take place, what would result? The prin-
ciples of truth that God in His wisdom

Ron Spear

THE omega of apostasy, What is it?
We are told by our prophet that it

would be of a startling nature, and we
are warned not to be deceived by it:

"Be not deceived; many will depart
from thc faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils. We have
now before us the alpha of this danger.
Thc omega will bc of a most startling
nature." Selected Messages, book 1, 197
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,

that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking
lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience
searcd wilh a hot iron." 1 Timothy 4:1-2

In the last days of the great con-
trovcrsy the doctrines of the devil will
crecp into the church. Seducing, evil
spirits will take charge of the minds of
many, causing them to believe the lies of
Satan. Thc spiritualistic doctrine of pan-
theism was the alpha of apostasy. The
omcga will follow. "In the book Living
Temple thcre is presented the alpha of
deadly heresies. The omega will follow
and will be received by those who are
not willing to heed the warning God has
given." Ibid., 200

The omega of apostasy will be re-
ccived by those who will not receive the
warning God has given. We are told that
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Wherever men neglect the testimony of the
Bible, turning away from those plain,
soul-testing truths which require self-denial
and renunciation of the world, there we may be
sure that God's blessing is not bestowed

the faith of the churches in them, for this
reason: Satan cannot have so clear a
track to bring in his deceptions and bind
up souls in his delusions if the warnings
and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit
of God are heeded." Ibid., 48

Will this new movement in
ism be allowed to succeed? Yes, for a
time, but the coming storm of persecu-
tion will sweep away all the foundations
which are built on sand.

The books of a new order are here.
Our presses printed Helmut Ott's book,
Perfecl in Chrisl, as well as George
Knight's book, 1888 to Apostasy, both
of which give a spurious presentation
and distorted explanation of the mes·
sages of 1888. There are many new-
arder books: Questions 011 Doctrine,
Movement ofDestiny, and others.

Is there an intellectual philosophy
gripping the church today? If so, what
would this philosophy attempt to do in
these final days? Again, God speaks to
us through His prophet:

"A company was presented before
me under the name of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, who were advising that the
banner or sign which makes us a distinc-
tive people should not be held out so
strikingly; for they claimed it was not
the best policy in securing success to our
institutions. This distinctive banner is to
be borne through the world to the close
of probation. In describing the remnant
people of God, John says, 'Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.' Revelation 14:12." Ibid.,
book 2, 385
"Confederacies wiH increase in

number and power as we draw nearer to
the end of time. These confederacies
will create opposing influences to the
truth, forming new parties of professed
believers who will act out their own
delusive theories. The apostasy will in-
crease. 'Some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils.' 1 Timothy 4:l.
Men and women have confederated to
oppose the Lord God of heaven, and the
church is only half awake to the situa-
tion. There needs to be much more of
prayer, much more of earnest effort,
among professed believers.

"Satanic agencies in human form
will take part in this last great conflict to
oppose the building up of the kingdom
oWod." Ibid., 383

Let us not forget that this apostasy
will increase and will continue to grow

worse until the coming of Jesus. See
Special Testimonies, Series B, No.7, 57

The Celebration movement is spread-
ing like a prairie fire across America and
Canada. Yes, even in other countries
now. What is it? Is it of God? or is it a
counterfeit latter rain? We arc told that
the false will come before the genuine:

"Many, both of ministers and people,
will gladly accept those great truths
which God has caused to be proclaimed
at this time to prepare a people for the
Lord's second coming. The enemy of
souls desires to hinder this work; and
before the time for such a movement

shall comc, he will endeavor to prevent
it by introducing a counterfeit. In those
churches which he can bring under his
deceptive power he will make it appear
that God's special blessing is poured
out; there will be manifest what is
thought to be great religious interest.
Multitudes wiII exult that God is work-
ing marvelously for them, when the
work is that of another spirit. Under a
religious guise, Satan will seck to extend
his inOuence over the Christian world.

"In many of the revivals which have
occurred during the last half century, the
same influences have been at work, to a
greater or less degree, that will be
manifest in the more extensive move-
ments of the future. There is an emotional
excitement, a mingling of the true with
the false, that is well adapted to mislead.
Yet none need be deceived. In the light of
God's Word it is not difficult to deter-
mine the nature of these movements.
Wherever men neglect the testimony of
the Bible, turning away from those plain,
soul-testing truths which require self-
denial and renunciation of the world,
there we may be sure that God's blessing
is not bestowed. And by the rule which
Christ Himself has given, 'Ye shall know
them by their fruits' (Matthew 7:16), it is
evident that these movements are not :he
work of the Spirit of God." The Great
Controversy, 464-465

By the fruits we shall know what is
true or false doctrine. The Celebration
movement in Adventism is following
along in the track that Pentecostalism
has followed for many years. Where
docs that track lead? In Pentecostal serv-
iees there is irreverence in God's house:
clapping, shouting, gospel rock music,
speaking in tongues, and long healing
lines. The proponents of these practices
believe in life after death and Sunday-
keeping. If we have truly come to
believe that they have the Holy Spirit
and we begin to copy them in part, what
wiII be the stopping place?

He who docs not abide in the doc-
trines and landmarks given to our
pioneers by God through the Spirit of
Prophecy, does not have Jesus as His
Guide and Saviour. But Satan provides
another spirit to guide. "Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He thaI
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath
both the Father and the Son." 2 John 9

We are told the time will come when
many will not endure the sound doctrine
of Scripture that is faithfUlly supported
by the Spirit of Prophecy: "For the time
will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching cars; and they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables." 2 Timothy 4:3-4

What a contrast these teachers are to
the model Inspiration gives us to follow:
"In all things shewing thyself a pattern of
good works; in doctrine shewing uncor-
ruptness, gravity, sincerity." Titus 2:7

Also, just before probation closes
noisy music with drums will come into
our churches. This is not the work of the
Holy Spirit. See Selecled Messages,
book 2, 36

The Celebration movement will not
endure. It is built on a faulty foundation
and wiIl be swept away by the coming
storm of persecution. Our only hope to
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be recipients of the latter rain and the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the
second Pentecost, will be to be like Jesus
in character, in word, and in action.

UNot one of us will ever receive the
seal of God while our characters have
one spot or stain upon them. It is left
with us to remedy the defects in our
characters, to cleanse the soul temple of
every defilement. Then the latter rain
will fall upon us as the early rain fell
upon the disciples on the Day of Pente-
cost" Testimonies, vol. 5, 214
llThose who come up to every point,

and stand every test, and overcome, be
the price what it may, have heeded the
counsel of the True Witness, and they
will receive the latter rain, and thus be
fitted for translation." Ibid., vol. 1, 187

'II also saw that many do not realize
what they must be in order to live in the
sight of the Lord without a high priest in
the sanctuary through the time of
trouble. Those who receive the seal of
the living God and are protected in the
time of trouble must reflect the image of
Jesus fully.

"I saw that many were neglecting the
preparation so needful and were looking
to the time of 'refreshing' and the 'latter
rain' to fit them to stand in the day of the
Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how
many I saw in the time of trouble
without a shelter!" Early Writings, 71

In the Celebration preaching there is
no warning message of thc sudden de-
struction soon to come upon the world.

"For when they shall say, Peace and
safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape."
1 Thessalonians 5:3
Celebration services provide no in-

struction on how to prepare our characters
so that we can endure to thc end and be
saved. But they do bring large numbers to
be entertained in an irreverent atmos-
phere. Ellen White speaks for God: "If
you lowcr the standard in order to secure
popularity and an increase of numbcrs,
and then make this increase a cause of
rejoicing, you show great blindncss. If
numbers were evidence of success, Satan
might claim the pre-eminence; for in this
world his followers are largely in the
majority. It is the degree of moral power
... that is a test of its prosperity. It is the
virtue, intelligence, and piety of the
people composing our churches, not their
numbers, that should be a source of joy
and thankfulness." Testimonies, vol. 5,
31-32

Our failure to accomplish the great
commission of the gospel givcn us in the
three angels' messages has created
frustration, and we are now grasping for
some program that will complete our
great rcsponsibility to givc the gospel to
the world. This Celebration movement,
if allowed to continue, will split Advent-
ism into two camps, and the historical
Seventh-day Adventists will be blamed
for opposing it. We are told that, as the
Spirit of God is poured out on the obe-

dient, faithful Christians, two parties
will develop in the church: "A ncw lifc
is coming from Heaven and taking pos-
session of all God's people. But divi-
sions will come in the church. Two
parties will be developed. The wheat and
tares grow up together for the harvest."
SelecledMessages, book 2,114

In summary, the latter rain will fall
only on those who havc forsaken sin and
pcrfected their characters by thc Holy
Spirit's power. A counterfeit latter rain
will be accepted by the majority of our
people who rcmain in a lukewarm con-
dition. Even now thcrc is an attempt to
remove the landmarks and pillars of our
faith. Books of a new order are being
written which accept Ellen White as a
nice little old lady who had a lot of good
information for her day. But, they say,
she was not a theologian, therefore we
must be very careful in how we use her
writings in this sophisticated, techno-
logical age. In the end, spiritualism will
insidiously enter the church under the
guise of intellectual philosophy.

If leaders, pastors, and laity accept
this Pentecostal pseudo-latter rain mcs-
sage, they will finally find themselvcs
cngrossed in the omega of apostasy and
will bccome the enemies of God and of
His faithful, obcdient saints. See Mat-
thew 10:21-23; Selected Messages,
book 1, 122; Testimonies, vol. 5, 463;
The Grear Controversy, 608; Review and
Herold, vol. 1,405 0
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News Watch by JackKendall

A T Georgetown dinner parties,
where only last month the estab-

lishment mournfully wondered if the
United States still deserved to be called
a superpower, the talk is now of a
'unipolar' world dominated by Wash-
ington....

"War has the advantage of making
everything else seem inconsequential.
Lawmakers who dreaded making tough
decisions on the budget now have an
out. 'They'll say they can't do two crises
at a time,' predicts Democratic pollster
Geoff Garin.... Meanwhile, America's
leadership role in the gulf is draining the
Treasury by the day, putting any 'big fix'
deficit-reduction deal farther and farther
out of reach.

"While it's flattering to be needed
again, its expensive. 'If we're supercop,
we're going to be supcrbankrupt/
warns Republican analyst Kevin Phil-
lips, whose best-selling book about the
toll of the high-rolling Reagan era had
Washingtonians wringing their hands
even before Saddam's invasion. Unable
to meet Gramm-Rudman targets,
gress will probably use the 'national-
emergeney loophole' in the budget-
balancing law to put off draconian cuts
due this fall." Newsweek, September 10,
1990

"There are not many, even among
educators and statesmen, who compre-
hend the causes that underlie the prescl1l
state ofsociety. Those who hold the reins
of governl17c11t are nO! able to solve lhe
problems of moral corruption, poverty,
pauperism) and increasing crime. They
are struggling in vain to place business
operations on a more secure basis."
Testimonies, vol. 9) 13

THE cause of church-state separation
and religious liberty lost one of its

greatest champions when William J.
Brennan resigncd from the Supreme
Court in July.
"His spot on the nation's highest

court will be difficult to fill. For Justice
Brennan throughout his 34-year Su-
preme Court career was not just another
justice, he was a onc-man army intent on
defending the freedoms ensured by the
Bill of Rights.

"On issues great and small, Brennan
could almost always be found arguing
for the legitimate rights of the individual
and against the arbitrary extension of
government power." Church and State,
September, 1990

A N obscure appeals court judge
J-\Jrom New Hampshire, [David H.]
Souter was thrust into the media
spotlight after being pegged by Presi-
dent George Bush July 23 to fill a
vacancy on the U.S. Supreme Court
created by the surprise retirement of
Justice William J. Brennan Jf. ...
"What little news there is about

Souter's record is not en-
couraging for separationists. In March of
1978, when Souter was New Hampshire
attorney general, his office defended
conservative Gov. Meldrim Thomsons's
oreler to fly !lags on public buildings at
haIf-staff on Good Friday.
"Bush, introducing Souter at a press

conference the afternoon of July 23, ...
described him as 'committed to interpret-
ing, not making, the law.' . ..
"The pluases 'strict constructionist'

and 'not legislate from the federal bench'
are widely viewed as code words for
justices who will apply a narrow reading
to the Constitution. This means, among
other things, that the judicial branch will
be more deferential to the other branches
of government, which could eventually
clear the way for widespread changes in
church-state relations.. ..
"Several justices now on the Supreme

Court have expressed dissatisfaction with
the court's church-state jurisprudence,
especially in the area of the Estab-
lishment Clause. Souter, if confirmed,
could provide the key fifth vote that
would enable the court to begin disman-
tling decades of decisions upholding sep-
aration of church and state..

"During his years in the New Hamp-
shire legal system Souter impressed
powerful Republicans such as White
House Cltief of Staff John Sununu, the
former New Hampshire governor who
nominated him to the state's ltighest
court. (Souter's link to Sununu, an arch-
conservative and anti-separationist, is
one of the factors that worries civi11iber-
ties activists.) ...

Seeking some insight into what type
of Supreme Court justice Souter would
make, Americans United asked church-
state attorney Lee Boothby to undertake
a survey of Souter's New Hampshire
Supreme Court opinions. Boothby re-
ported that none of the 187 decisions the
jurist authored during his years on the
court deal with issues...

"The attorney said about all he could
glean from the decisions is that Souter
tends to be tough on crime and that he
rarely votes to reverse lower court opin-
ions. More often than not, Boothby said,
Souter sided with the state." Ibid.

In an April 1990 decision) Justice
Antollin Scalia declared that when re-
ligiolls rights clash with the govern-
mem's need for uniform rulesl the court
will side witlt the government. He
further stated that) "we canJlot afford
the luxury of striking down laws simply
because they limit someone's religiolls
practices) " and that, religiolls adherents
would do well to look the political sys-
tem) not the courts, for protection. See
Los Angeles Times, Apr/li8, 1990

A S the last traces of Communist
r-\.;deology disappear from Hungar-
ian life, a new debate has broken out in
this predominantly Roman Catholic
country over the role of religion in pub-
lic education.

"After a meeting with Catholic bish-
ops last June, Hungary's new minister of
culture stepped into the middle of the
controversy by advising public schools
that, come September, they will have to
provide voluntary religious instruction
to students of all ages..

"Under Andrasfalvy's [culture min-
ister] proposal, children would receive a
mark on their year's end report cards,
indicating whether they attended the re-
ligious classes. Many Hungarians, made
suspicious by years under Communist
rulc, regard this as an ominous start."
Church andState, September, 1990
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W E are looking for the promised
outpouring of the Spirit. The

Word of God tells us, "Yc shall ...
reverence My sanctuary, ... then I will
give you rain in due season." Leviticus
26:2, 4. What is this reverence that
brings in its train the promised blessing
of the Holy Spirit?

Reverence is from the same Hebrew
word often translated fear. "Fear thy
God: I am the LORD." Leviticus 19:32.
The fear of the Lord is the basis for
reverence. "ilue reverence for God is
inspired by a sense of His infinite great-
ness and a realization of His presence."
God "honors with His presence the as-
semblies of His people." Prophets and
Kings, 48, 50. It is the presence of God
with His people which hallows the place
of meeting. As we realize His infinite
greatness, we are humbled and come as
simple learners to sit in His presence and
receive the words of life. The fear of the
Lord and reverence for His sanctuary arc
bound inextricably together. We cannot
reverence the sanctuary of the Lord until

professed/aith in the third angel's mes-
sage, but have not beell sanctified
through obedience to the truth, abandon
their positioll and join the ranks 0/ the
opposition. By uniting witlr the world
and partaking of its spirit, they have
come to view matters in nearly the same
light; and when tire test is brought, they
are prepared to choose the eaS)', popular
side. " The Great Controversy, 608

We also learned that tlte Sabbatlt
teaches us that we must be holy,
sanctified, before we can expect the
outpouring of the latter rain. "I saw that
none could share the 'refreshing' (Acts
3:19), unless they obtain the victory over
every besetme11l, over pride, selfishness,
love of the worldl and over every wrong
word and action." Early Writings, 71.
The promise we looked at in Leviticus
26:1-4 said, 1f yOlt keep My Sabbaths,
then 1 will send you rain in due season.
The other conditions there listed are
related. We saw last momh that, in order
to enter into the Lord's rest, we must
have no graven images, nothing which
we set up as a represemation of God to
us; but rather that we must have a direct,
personal relationship with Him. rhe
Sabbath itselfdemands that the creative
power ofGod be active in our lives. And
the third explicit condition, "Reverence
My sonctllOlY," requires that our lives
be holy, and thai we be seeking a deepe1;
broader understanding ofholiness.

Part Two:
Reverence My

Sanctuary
practice of tryillg to make people feel at
home among us by overlooking their
"millor" sillS we saw to be in direct
violation of the Sabbath command. As
we seek to draw "ear to people in a
mallner that binds them to our souls and
instills ill them confidence in Ollr love for
them, we must remember that the Sab-
bath teaches ofGod's mercy in bringing
complele healing to tire soul. He works
with creative power to free us from tire
power of our adversary, to re-create liS

in His own image, and to bring His work
of creation to complete perfection. He
gives liS six days to work with Him in the
purification of our lives, a work to be
completed before we can enter i1ll0 His
rest on the seve1llh day. Each week we
muSt make sure nothing stands between
us alld God, alld, before tlte six millell-
nial days of our probation close, tire
image of God must be perfectly re-
created in us If we wish to enter into the
rest of the heavenly Canaan. Truly, the
Sabbath test is already dividing the
sheep from the goats among us, and we
have not recognized it; for it has not yet
assumed the form of the SUllday ques-
tion. By the time the Sunday crisis comes
our decisions about the Sabbath will
have already been made. "As the storm
approaches, a large class who have

Then I Will
Give You Rain
SPEAKING of the sigllificallce of the

Sabbath for God's chosell people,
lite Lord tells us through His messenger:
IINo olher illSlitlttioJl which was
milled to the Jews tended so fully 10
distinguish tltem from surrounding Ila-
tiolls as did the Sabbath. God desiglled
thaI its observance should designate
them as His worshipers Iftrsl command-
ment). It was to be a tokell of their
separation from idolatry (second com-
mandment), Gnd their cOJlnectioll with
the true God [third commandment). But
ill order /0 keep the Sabbath holy, mell
mllst themselves be holy. Throllgh faith
they mllst become partakers of the right-
eousness of Christ. When the command
was given to Israel, (Remember the Sab-
bath day, to keep i/ holy,' the Lord said
also (0 them, lYe shall be holy me" unto
Me.' ExodtlS 20:8; 22:31. Ollly thtlS
could lite Sabbath distinguish Israel as
the worshipers of God. As the Jews
departed from God, alld failed to make
rhe righteousness ofChrist their own by
faith, the Sabbath lost its significance to
tltem." 11,C Dcsire of Ages, 283

Last mowh we looked at the gospel
expressed in the Sabbath covenant and
used it as a measuring stick, against
which to compare some of the new
developments within Ollr church. The
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As the parents treat sacred matters, so will the
children. Let them teach the children to fear
their Creator and Benefactor by expressing
thanksgiving and praise for the temporal
blessings and the comforts He bestows

we fear Him who makes sacred the sanc-
tuary by His presence.

Scripture provides many reasons for
which the Lord is to be feared. Foremost
among such reasons, and fundamental to
all others, is His creative power. "Let all
the earth fear the LORD: let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of
Him. For He spake, and it was done; He
commanded, and it stood fast." Psalm
3):S-9. Sec also 1 Chronicles 16:25-26;
Psalm 96:4-5

It is by His creative power that the
forces of chaos arc brought to naught
and those who fear His name arc saved
out of the hands of their enemies and
established before the Lord. The con-
demnation to be shunned and the salva-
tion to be gained are given as reason to
fear the Lord. "Thou, even Thou, art to
be feared: and who may stand in Thy
sight when once Thou art angry? Thou
didst cause judgment to be heard from
heaven; the earth feared, and was still,
when God arose to judgment, to save all
the meek of the earth." Psalm 76:7-9.
Sec also Psalms 34:15-16; 47:2; 68:35;
119:11S-120; Proverbs 14:27; Ecclesi-
astes 8:12-13; 12:13-14; Joel 2:11;
Malachi 4:2

By His creative power the Lord re-
deems His people and establishes an
everlasting covenant with them. "He
sent redemption unto His people: He
hath commanded His covenant for ever:
holy and reverend is His name." Psalm
111:9. What the Lord establishes en-
dures forever. It is therefore foolish to
add to, or to take away from anything the
Lord does. "1 know that, whatsoever
God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing
can be put to it, nor any thing taken from
it: and God doeth it, that men should fear
before Him." Ecclesiastes 3:14. See also
Revelation 22:1S-19

What is the fear of the Lord? Th
delight greatly in His commandments
(see Psalm 112:1); to be humble and
depart from evil (see Proverbs 3:7); to
hate evil; to hate pride, arrogance, evil
behavior, and perverse speech (see Pro-
verbs 8:13); to walk uprightly (sec Pro-
verbs 14:2); to give heed to the mes-
sengers bearing warnings, rebukes, and
tidings of judgment from the Lord (sec
Jeremiah 26:18-19); to honor the mes-
scngers of the Lord. Sec Numbers 12:6-
8. "And the LORD commanded uS to do
all these statutes, to fear the loRD our
God, for our good always, that He might
preserve uS alive, as it is at this day. And
it shall be our righteousness, if we ob-

serve to do all these commandments
before the LORD our God, as He hath
commanded us." Deuteronomy 6:24-25

The Lord in His great mercy not only
tells us why we should fear Him, and
what it means to fear Him; but He also
tells us how our rebellious hearts can be
subdued and taught to fear Him. We arc
to trust in the mercy of His forgiving
grace (see Psalms 130:3-4; 147:11), re-
linquish all cherished sin (sec Psalm
66:18), and to seck after knowledge and
understanding with all the heart, "Then
shalt thou understand the fear of the
LORD, and find the knowledge of God."
Proverbs 2:5. God will instill into our
hearts the fear of the Lord. See Psalm
86:11; Jeremiah 32:38-40

God has established agencies in the
home and in the church as well, to instill
in His people a scnse of the exalled
character of the holy. As the parents
treat sacred matters, so also will the
children. Let them teach the children to
fear their Creator and Benefactor by
expressing thanksgiving and praise for
the tcmporal blessings and the comforts
He bestows. "Coming from such homes,
the youth would bring a spirit of respect
and reverence with them into the school-
room and into the church." Child
Guidance, 148-149. "The hour and
place of prayer and the services of public
worship the child should be taught to
regard as sacred because God is there."
Education, 242-243. But if we do not
sanctify ourselves by obedience to the
truth, then we are mixing the cornmon
with the sacred, and our children will not

leam to distinguish between them. If the
home fails, there is Iiltle more that either
pastor or school can do for the youth.
See Testimonies, vol. 5, 495

The assembly of God's people to-
gether affords yet another opportunity
for instruction in the exalted character of
God and of sacred things. "From the
sacredness which was attached to the
earthly sanctuary, Christians may learn

how they should regard the place where
the Lord meets with His people." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 491

"All should be taught to be neat,
clean, and orderly in their dress, but not
to indulge in that external adorning
which is wholly inappropriate for the
sanctuary." Ibid., 499. A special set of
clothes for Sabbath, and their neat,
clean, unadorned appearance teach us of
the character needed by those who
would worship God. In the fear of the
Lord we are to be separate from the
world, with a life undefiled by sin,
ordered according to the Word of God.
The Christian seeks not to draw atten-
tion to himself, but wears the meek and
humble spirit of Christ who made Him-
self of no reputation that He might rec-
oncile us unto God.

Th worship the Lord, we must be holy.
"The character and work of many of the
professed followers ofChrist will not bear
the test of God's holy law. The Spirit of
God is not in their worship, and the
worship is not acceptable to God." "Those
who assemble to worship Him should put
away every evil thing. Unless they wor-
ship Him in spirit and truth and in the
beauty of holiness, their coming together
will be of no avail. Of such the Lord
declares, 'This people draweth nigh unto
Me with their mouth, and honoureth Me
with their lips; but their heart is far from
Me.' Matthew 15:8. Those who worship
God must worship Him 'In spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to wor-
ship Him.' John 4:23." Review and Her-
ald, vol. 2, 372; Prophets andKings, 50

Peter tells uS that we "as lively
stones, arc built up a spiritual house."
1 Peter 2:5. Paul also tells us that we, the
body of believers in Christ, arc the
temple of the Holy Ghost. See I Corin-
thians 6:19; 3:16. And he wams: "If any
man defile the temple of God, him shall
God destroy; for the temple of God is
holy, which temple ye arc." 1 Corinthi-
ans 3:17
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It is of the utmost importance that holiness of
heart and purity of life, reverence for God, and
strict obedience to His requirements, should be
maintained by all connected with the sanctuary

A reverent attitude in the sanctuary
also reinforces our sense of the sacred.
"The Lord is in His holy temple: let all
the earth keep silence before Him."
Habakkuk 2:20. The Lord speaks with a
still small voice (see 1 Kings 19:12), and
we need to be in an attitude of reverence
to hear Him. "If when the people come
into the house of worship, they have
genuine reverence for the Lord and bear
in mjnd that they are in His presence,
there will be a sweet eloquence in
silence. The whispering and laughing
and talking which might be without sin
in a common business place should find
no sanction in the house where God is
worshiped. The mind should be pre-
pared to hear the Word of God, that it
may have due weight and suitably im-
press the heart." Testimonies, vol. 5,492

It is a sign of how blind we have
become to the distinction between the
common and the sacred that in many of
our churches we have adopted into the
order of service a practice which directly
violates the principles of reverence. In-
spiration says: "When the worshipers
enter the place ofmeeting, they should do
so with decorum, passing quietly to their
seats." Ibid. "The eloquence of silence"
in the presence of the Divine is
completely shattered by the man-made
tradition of a "greet your neighbor time."

As a student at Seminar Bo-
genhofen, 1976-1977, I was very im-
pressed by the reverent attitude observed

in the chapel. The Europeans demon-
strated a reverence that had never
entered my mind; I had never before
witnessed such a sense of the presence
of God. At the door all talking ceased.
Absolute silence reigned in the chapel.
As the worshipers came in, they would
slip quietly to their place, kneel a mo-
ment in prayer, and then sit, reading the
Bible, or meditating in silence. After the
service no one spoke until they were
again outside. That is reverence in the
sanctuary.
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The pastor can also work to exalt the
sense of the sacred in those to whom he
ministers by hjs carefulness in dress, his
humble attitude of dependence on divine
grace manifested by kneeling in silent
prayer for divine aid as he enters the
desk, and by his own exaltcd sense of the
sacred, enhanced by bringing the truth
into his own life. See ibid., vol. 2,
611-614, 618. Especially in these last
days the truths of Christ's ministry in the
Most Holy Place give us an exalted view
of our high calling in Christ Jesus, a
calling to perfect holiness in the fear of
God. In the days of Israel God chose
persons to the office of priest "who
could appreciate the sacredness of the
work in which they were engaged. And
these men appointed of God were
directed to impress upon the people the
especial sacredness of the ark and all
that appertained thereunto, lest they
should look upon these things without
realizing their holiness, and by making
sacred things common should be cut off
from Israel. Everything pertaining to the
Most Holy was to be regarded with
reverence and holy awe." Signs of t"e
Times, vol. 1, 174

That objcct of greatest interest to the
hosts of the angels is contained in the ark
of God. The faces of the covering cheru-
bims "were turned toward each other,
and were looking reverentially down-
ward toward the mercy seat, which rep-
resents all the heavenly angels looking

with interest and reverence to the law of
God deposited in the ark in the heavenly
sanctuary." Spirituol Gifts, vol. 4a, 8

In these last days the power of Christ
to save, and the preparation needed for
the impending crisis must be impressed
upon the conscience of every child of
God: "There are too many Christless
sermons preached. An array of power-
less words only confirms the people in
their backslidings." "Every discourse
should be given under a sense of the
awful judgments soon to fall on the

world. The message of truth is to be
proclaimed by lips touched with a live
coal from the divine altar. ... Soon an
awful surprise is coming upon the inhab-
itants of the world. Suddenly, with
power and great glory, Christ will come.
Then there will be no time to prepare to
meet Him. Now is the time for us to give
the warning message." Review and Her-
ald, vol. 2, 338; Testimonies, vol. 8,
36-37

The pastor who perceives and lives
out the truth, manifesting reverence for
the sacred, will have the words of life for
His flock. It is "of the utmost importance
that holiness of heart and purity of life,
reverence for God, and strict obedience
to His requirements, should be main-
tained by all connected with the sanctu-
ary," in order "that the people might
have a correct knowledge of the plan of
salvation, and a right understanding of
their duty." Signs of the Times, vol. 1,
264. No jokes, jests, or light, trifling
words will pass from the lips of the
pastor, either in or out of the desk; for he
bears the words of life, and they must
not be brought to the level of the com-
mon. See Review ond Herold, vol. 2,
557-558; Evangelism, 206-211; 640-
644. 'fruth can be brought home to the
heart to stay and bear fruit only by the
force of solemn, earnest appeals in the
power of the Spirit. Emotions are un-
stable, and in the storm of temptation all
built upon emotion and appeals to the
imagination will be swept away, if it
lodged in the heart at all. See The Grear
Controversy, 462-463

After the service one more lesson in
reverence is to be brought into the home.
Those who fear the Lord and come in
reverence to His sanctuary are seeking
to learn His truth that they may bring His
tire into their own souls. Then let them
dwell in their talk on that which they
learned, and then put it into practice.
Thus will the children and others who
observe learn what it means to reverence
God in His sanctuary.

"Parents, be careful what example
and what ideas you give your childrcn.
Their minds are plastic, and impressions
are easily made. In regard to the service
of the sanctuary, if the speaker has a
blemish, be afraid to mention it. Thlk only
of the good work he is doing, of the good
ideas he presented, which you should
heed as coming through God's agent." If
the parents criticize the labors of the
minister of God, they will likely have
occasion to "mourn over the hardness of



heart in their children and the difficulty in
arousing their moral sensibility to answer
to the claims ofGod." Testimonies, vol. 5,
498, 497. Children must be taught by
example to respect the messengers whom
the Lord sends to His people.

What Does It Mean'!

Last month and this we have looked
at two of the conditions for receiving the
promised rain of the Spirit: Sabbathkeep-
ing requires that we let the creative power
of God cleanse our lives from sin in the
six days we have to work, before we can
entcr into the Lord's rest; reverencing the
sanctuary means that we arc coming into
the prescnce of God in order that we may
learn of Him what is that sacred and high
calling to which we are called.

It is clear to sec, then, that anyone
teaching or believing that we kecp on
sinning until the Lord comes knows
neither how to keep the Sabbath, nor
how to reverence the sanctuary. Those
who see no reason to awake those lulled
to sleep by the sophistries of the devil; to
startle from their lethargy those who do
not sense the enormity of their need, nor
the bitter depths of their poverty; those
who arc not alarmed by the appalling
condition of our people know neither the
power of God revealed in the Sabbath,
nor His awesome majesty revealed in
the sanctuary. The doctrine of "sin and

live/' Or "peace and safety," is the sandy
foundation which gives risc to Celebra-
tion practices.

"We need, individually, to take heed
as we have never done before to a 'Thus
saith the Lord.' There are men who are
disloyal to God, who profane His holy
Sabbath, who cavil over the plainest
statements of the Word, who wrest the
Scriptures from their true meaning, and
who at the same time make desperate
efforts to harmonize their disobedience
with the Scriptures. But the Word con-
demns such practices, as it condemned
the scribes and Pharisees in Christ's day.
We need to know what is truth. Shall we
do as did the Pharisees? Shall we turn
from the greatest Thacher the world has
ever known to the traditions and maxims
and sayings of men?" Selected Mes·
sages, book 1, 213-214

Those preaching a doctrine of "sin
and live," together with all who are not
earnestly striving to understand and at-
tain to the exalted standard of our high
calling in Christ Jesus, are still in the
holy place; for the Most Holy reveals the
standard which all must reach who
would be saved before it is too late-
beforc Christ's work of atonement is
finished, and we must stand before a
holy God without a mediator. It is the
difference between life and death which
apartment we are in when the spirits (the
holy and the unholy) are poured out.

"I turned to look at the company who
were still bowed before the throne [in
the holy place]; they did not know that
Jesus had left it. Satan appeared to be by
the throne, trying to carryon the work of
God. I saw them look up to the throne,
and pray, 'Father, give uS Thy Spirit.'
Satan would then breathe upon them an
unholy influence; in it there was light
and much power, but no sweet lovc,joy,
and peace. Satan's object was to keep
them deceived and to draw back and
deceive God's children."

"Those who rose up with Jesus
[when He Icft the holy place and entered
the Most Holy] would send up their faith
to Him in the HOliest, and pray, 'My
Father, give us Thy Spirit.' Then Jesus
would breathe upon them the Holy
Ghost. In that breath was light, power,
and much love, joy, and peace." Early
Writings, 56, 55

The promisc of the Lord is: "If ye
walk in my statutes, and keep my com-
mandments, and do them; then I will
give you rain in due season, and the land
shall yield her increase, and the trees of
the field shall yield their fruit." Lcviticus
26:3-4

Do we truly want God's Holy Spirit?
Then, as we love our souls, let us keep
the Sabbath of the Lord and reverence
His sanctuary. 0

Concluded

,--1Cinr Q1tpon 1Cinr tcinf tnlpon :reinf Kin' Qipon Kin'----,
After Adam had sinned, the only means of salvation for the human race was for the Son of the infinite God to give His life that
they might have another trial of obedience, Review alldHerald, vol. 3,421

Joshua is represented as pleading with the Angel. Are we engaged in the same work'! Are our supplications ascending to God
in living faith'! Are we opening the door of the heart to Jesus, and closing every means of enlt'ance to Satan? Are we daily
obtaining clearel" light and greater strength, that we may stand in Christ's righteousness? Are we emptying our hearts of all
selfishness, and cleansing them, preparatory to receiving the latter rain from heaven? Historical Sketches, 155

God can breathe new life into every soul that sincerely desires to serve Him, and can touch the lips with a live coal from oflthe
altar, and cause them to become eloquent with His praise. The Sevelll/i·day Advelllist Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1055

Instead of man's speculations, let the Word of God be preached. Let Christians put away their dissensions, and give themselves to
God for the saving of the lost, Let them in faith ask for the blessing, and it will come, The outpouring of the Spirit in apostolic days
was the "fonner rain," and glorious was the result. But the latter rain will be more abundant. Review andHerald, vol. 5, 472

Today you are to give yourself to God, that you may be emptied of self, emptied of envy, jealousy, evil-surmising, strife,
everything that shall be dishonoring to God, Today you are to have your vessel purified that it may be ready for the heavenly
dew, ready for the showers of the latter rain; for the latter rain will come, and the blessing of God will fill every soul that is
purified from every delilement. It is our work today to yield our souls to Christ, that we may be titted for the time of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord-fitted for the baptism of the Holy Spirit, rhe Ellen G. While 1888Materials, 959
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H AVING related the events of his
early years in the message, the

guest speaker paused for a moment,
glanced at the congregation over the top
of his reading glasses, and somewhat
wistfully remarked, "You know, Ad-
ventists used to be called the 'people of
the Book' back in those days."

Sound familiar? Perhaps you have
heard such comments from an older
minister, a retired foreign missionary, or
a grey-haired patriarch of your local
church. Then again, it may be that you
remember such things firsthand.

If the accounts arc accurate, some
time in the past Seventh-day Adventism
enjoyed a widespread reputation for being
a strongly Bible-based system of belief.
And Seventh-day Adventists themselves
were known as knowledgeable "authori-
ties" on the Word of God.

A noble heritage, to be sure. And yet,
why is it that so often the comments on
Adventists being the "people of the
Book" are set solidly in the past tense?
Why was it so "back in those days," but
apparently not so today? Perhaps it is
nothing more than society's perception
of us that has changed. Yet that is seldom
the impression received from those old
enough to remember what seem 10 them
to be bygone days.
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Surely no Adventist would claim
that the Bible is anything other than
central to Christianity. Doctrine, faith,
duty, practice-all aTC to be measured
and established by the Word. How, then,
is it that this general trend of a decreas-
ing familiarity with the Book of all
books should have found its way into
Adventism?

Many answers might be offered.
Busy schedules, television, vocational
pressures are all polentially greater di-
versions than they were fifty and Sixty
years ago. Some would point to a too-
great dependence on the Spirit of Proph-
ecy as causing many to spend less time
grappling with the sometimes greater
challenges of biblical study. Others
would cite the difficulty of memorizing
Scripture caused by the proliferation of
new Bible translations. In all probabili-
ty I each of these causes has to some
degree played a part in lessening the
perception of Seventh-day Adventists as
the "people of the Book."

There is, perhaps, another cause. Less
obvious, it may be; but a century ago it
was seen as a sufficient threat to the
church's well-being that the General Con-
ference, in session, quite unanimously
expressed their concern on the subject.
Whether this matter is more serious than

Dave Fiedler

the influence of television, for instance,
could certainly be debated. But in any
case, the story surrounding this action of
the General Conference is an interesting
onc, and deserves a hearing.

The Early Days

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
was formally organized in May 1863.
Though we intellectually know belter, we
sometimes fail to realize just how small
and, at times, informal our denomination
was in its early days. General Conference
sessions of the time were a far cry from
the major events we know them to be
today. During the years 1863-1881 a
total of twenty-five General Conlerence
sessions were held. The average delegate
count for these years was twenty-two;
once there were only fourteen, and the
high was just forty-one.

Scheduling, too, renected the need
for nexibility. Though the first eight
years saw a single annual meeting held
each spring, the following decade re-
nected the varying needs of the growing
movement. Some years there was no
meeting at all; in 1876 the General Con-
ference met three times. Five times in
five years "special sessions" were held,l

With a lilt Ie effort we can easily read
between the lines of history and catch a
glimpse of the thoughts which must
have been going through the minds of
those involved in the administration of
the church. If the degree of informality
displayed in General Conference ses-
sions spilled over into other areas to
some extent, we might assume that a
certain amount of "disorganization
anxiety" was developing.

At the risk of oversimplifying, let us
pause a moment to recognize a basic
difference which exists from onc person
to another. Certain individuals value
order and predictability more highly
than they do nexibility. Others are ex-
actly the opposite.

Both preferences have their advan-
tages and disadvantages. Order and pre-
dictability protect a person from unfore-
secn difficulties, providing assurance
and a sense of security. Too much order,
however, can produce monumental
levels of what we disdainfully speak of
as "red tape." Flexibility, on the other
hand, allows a person to adapt his re-
sponses to the Circumstances, respond to
change more quickly, and protects
against being trapped in a course which
is no longer best. Carry nexibility to an



The committee feel, in short, that our tendency
should be in the direction of simplicity and
close conformity to the Bible, rather than in
elaborately defining every point

extreme, however, and it becomes diffi-
cult to distinguish from chaos.

In any working group, such as the
developing church of the 1870s, the
difficulty is that each individual has a
preference of his own, often unlike that
of his brethren, in this matter of ordcr
versus flexibility.

Seeking the Perfect Balance

By the latter years of the decade
some (we might assume them to bc those
who most highly valued order and pre-
dictability) began to feel that the affairs
of the church were being run somewhat
too loosely. The avenue of improvemcnt
they suggested was the writing of a
"manual of directions for the use of
young ministers and church bfficers."
As with most suggestions, tltis one was
not acted upon immediately. Not until
December of 1882 did it emerge from
the realm of theory and begin to find its
place in the realm of reality.

The General Conference that year
was held in Rome, New York. Attended
by delegates, it was the
largest yet. It was at this meeting that the
suggestion of a church manual came into
its own. The story is best told by quoting
from the report of the following year's
General Conference session:

"At the last annual session of the
Conference, it was recommended that a
manual of instructions to church officers
be prepared, and a committee was ap-
pointed to consider the matter and report
at this session. W, H, Littlejohn, the
chairman of the committee, reported at
this meeting that the committee had
prepared a series of articles, containing
instructions to church officers, wttich
have been printed in the Review under
the title, IThe Church Manua1.' It was
thought best to print them in the Review
first, in order to give opportunity for
examination and criticism before the
matter should come up for final action at
this session. After further remarks upon
the subject by Elders S. N. Haskell,
Geo[rge] r. Butler, H. A. St. John, and
Bro[ther] W. C. White, it was-

"Voted, That the Chair appoint a com-
mittee of ten to act with the General
Conference Committee in the
tion and consideration of 'The Church
Manual. ' This committee was announced
as follows: W C. White, H. Nicola, J. H.
Cook, S. H. Lane, O. A. Olscn, M. H.
Brown, R. F. Andrews, 1. B. Goodrich,
A. S. HutChins, H. W. Dcckcr."2

Considering that the General Con-
ference Committee at this time consisted
of three members (later in this same
session it was enlarged to five), we find
that thirteen men were appointed to
weigh the merits of the proposed
manual. Though attendance at the 1883
session had jumpcd to sixty-five dele-
gates, this still represented a full twep.ty
percent of the Conference. It would ap-
pear that the question of the manual was
receiving serious consideration.

Three days later (November 12), at
the seventh meeting of the conference-

"The committee appointed to
sider the matter of the Church Manual,
made in substance the following report:

"It is the unanimous judgment of the
committee, that it would not be advisable
to have a Church Manual. We consider it
urmccessary bec.:'luse we have already
sunnounted the greatest difficulties con-
nected with church organization without
one; and perfect hannony exists among us
on this subject. It would seem to many like
a step toward the formation of a creed, or
a discipline, other than the Bible, some-
thing we have always been opposed to as
a denomination. If we had one, we ft::ar
many, especially those commencing to
preach, would study it to obtain guidance
in religious matters, rather than to seek for

it in the Bible, and from the leadings of the
Spirit of God, which would tend to their
hindrance in genuine religious experience
and in knowledge of the mind of Ihc
Spirit. It was in taking similar steps that
other bodies of Christians first began to
lose their simplicity and become formal
and spiritUally lifeless. Why should we
imitate them? The committee feel, in
short, that our tendency should be in the
direction of simplicity and close confonn-
ity to the Bible, rather than in elaborately
defining every point in church manage-
ment and church ordinances.

liOn motion, this report with refer-
ence 10 the church manual was accepted.
It was then also-

"Voted, That the president of the
General Conference be requested to
write an article for the Review, explain-
ing the action of the Conference on the
subject of the manual.'"

The requested article from the pen of
President Butler was to make its appear-
ance in the Review alldHerald one week
after the announcements quoted above.
Short and to the point (typical of the
plain-spoken Butler) the article was en-
titled, "No Church Manual." It read as
follows:

"The writer was requested by the
recent General Conference to make a
brief statement through the Review of the
action taken in reference to the proposed
Church Manual. For four or five years
past, thcre has been with some of our
brethren a desire to have some manual of
directions for the use or young ministers
and church officers, ct cetera. It was
thought that this would lead to uniformity
in all parts of the field, and afford means
of instruction to those who were inex-
perienced, and be very convenient in
many respects. Steps were taken several
years ago to prepare a manual, but for a
time it was left unfinished. Last year, at
the Rome Conference, the matter came
up for consideration, and three brethren
were appointed a committee to prepare a

manual, and submit it to the Conference
this year for its approval or rejection.
During the past summer the matter they
have prepared has appeared in the Re-
view, and has doubtless been well con-
sidered by its readers.

"At the recent Conference a
mittee of thirteen leading brethren were
appointed to consider the whole subject,
and report. They did so, and unani-
mously recommended to the Conference
that it was not advisable to have a church
manual. Their reasons were briefly
given in the report of Conference pro-
ceedings given in last week's Review.
The Conference acted upon this recom-
mendation, and quite unanimously de-
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God requires us to study important principles
which He reveals in His Word, but the
minutiae in carrying them out He leaves to
individual judgment, promising heavenly
wisdom in times of need

cided against having any manuaL In
doing so, they did not intend any disre-
spect to the worthy brethren who had
labored diligently to prepare such a
work. They had presented much excel-
lent matter, and given many valuable
directions concerning church ordi-
nances, holding business meetings, and
many other important questions, and had
done as well, no doubt, as any others
would have done in their place. The
reasons underlying this action of the
Conference were of a broader character.
They relate to the desirability of any
manual whatever.

'"The Bible contains our creed and
discipline. It thoroughly furnishes the
man of God unto all good works. What it
has not revealed relative to church or-

ganization and management, the duties of
officers and ministers, and kindred sub-
jects, should not be strictly defined and
drawn out into minute specifications for
the sake of uniformity, but rather be left
to individual judgment under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Had it been
best to have a book of directions of this
sort, the Spirit would doubtless have
gone further, and left one on record with
the stamp of inspiration upon it. Man
cannot safely supplement this matter
with his weak judgment. All attempts to
do it in the past have proved lamentable
failures. A variation of circumstances
requires variation in action. God requires
us to study important principles which
He reveals in His Word, but the minutiae
in carrying them out He leaves to in-
dividual judgment, promising heavenly
wisdom in times of need. His ministers
are constantly placed where they must
feel their helplessness, and their need of
seeking God for light, rather than to go to
any church manual for specific direc-
tions, placed therein by other uninspired
men. Minute, specific directions tend to
weakness, rather than power. They lead
to dependence rather than self-reliance.
Better make some mistakes and learn
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profitable lessons thereby, than to have
our way all marked out for us by others,
and the judgment have but a small field in
which to reason and consider.

"While brethren who have favored a
manual have ever contended that such a
work was not to be anything like a creed
or a discipline, or to have authority to
settle disputed points, but was only to be
considered as a book containing hints for
the help of those of little experience, yet
it must be evident that such a work,
issued under the auspices of the General
Conference, would at once carry with it
much weight of authority, and would be
consulted by most of our younger minis-
ters. It would gradually shape and mold
the whole body; and those who did not
follow it would be considered out of

harmony with established principles of
church order. And, really, is this not the
object of the manual? And what would be
the usc of one if not to accomplish such a
result? But would this reSUlt, on the
whole, be a benefit? Would our ministers
be broader, more original, more self-reli-
ant men? Could they be better depended
on in great emergencies? Would their
spiritual experiences likely be deeper and
their judgment more reliable? We think
the tendency all the other way.

"The religious movement in which
we are engaged has the same infiuences
to meet which aU genuine reformations
have had to cope with. After reaching a
certain magnitude, they have seen
need of uniformity, and to attain to it
they have tried to prepare directions to
guide the inexperienced. These have
grown in number and authority till, ac-
cepted by all, they really become
authoritative. There seems to be no logi-
cal stopping place, when once started
upon this road, till this result is reached.
Their rustory is before us; we have no
desire to follow it. Hence we stop
without a church manual before we get
started. Our brethren who have favored
such a work, we presume never antici-

pated such a conclusion as we have
indicated. Very likely those in other
denominations did not at first. The Con-
ference thought best not to give even the
appearance of such a thing.

"Thus far we have got along well
with our simple organization without a
manual. Union prevails throughout the
body. The difficulties before us, so far as
organization is concerned, are far less
than those we have had in the past. We
have preserved Simplicity, and have
prospered in so doing. It is best to let
well enough alone. For these and other
reasons, the church manual was rejected.
It is probable it will never be brought
forward again."4

Butler's closing sentence displays
one of the more prominent of human
shortcomings-a profound lack of fore-
knowledge. Forty-nine years later, in
1932, the Seventh-day Adventist Church
would indeed have a church manual.
Before looking at that portion of our
history, however, at least a cursory ex-
amination of the suggested manual of
1883 is in order.

As noted above, the text for the
suggested manual was published during
the summer of 1883. Thirteen articles,
running in the Review and Herald from
June 5 to August 28, presented this
material to the church at large.

The preface to the manual proper
offered a rationale for church organiza-
tion in general, yet also sought to reas-
sure those who might be skeptical of the
wisdom of having such a publication. It
was stated: "The directions which it [the
manual] contains for the transaction of
business matters should not be regarded
as invariable under all circumstances,
but rather as suggestions simply, which
are offered for the assistance of those
who feel that they have need of aid, and
are not unwilling to accept the counsel
of

But it is hard to achieve uniformity,
order, and predictability by means of
counsel alone--espccially if that counsel
is taken somewhat lightly. How, then,
does one impress upon the minds of his
more lJexible-minded brethren the desira-
bility of following the proposed plan? The
authors of the articles sought to accom-
plish this by means of such statements as:

"The day for the organization [of a
local church1having been reached, the
following order of business should be
carefully carried out: ... ». (This piece
of advice was followed by ten detailed
items of business.)



Is there any real difference between "taking
actions on matters of church order" and writing
a church manual?

"When the hour for the election [of
local church officers] has arrived, the
following programme of business should
be carried out: ... " (There follows a tist
of nine items of business, including this
interesting suggestion: "8. In case any
one person has received a majority of all
the votes cast, he is elected, provided the
vote was a formal one; but it would be
well for the chairman to suggest that some
one should move that the election be
declared unanimous.") After the tist, the
authors say: "When all the steps men-
tioned above have been properly taken,
the church will be fully organized.'"

Bear in mind that the suggested pro-
cedures arc, on the whole, quite routine.
The authors of these articles were not
seeking to introduce any new and start-
ling procedures into the church. Quite
the opposite-they simply sought to es-
tablish and preserve a certain amount of
standardization in the commonly ac-
cepted procedures of the day.

The scope of the proposed church
manual included "such matters as the
organizing of churches; the duties of
church officers; the admission, transfer·
ring, and dropping of members; church
trials; and the conducting of quarterly
business meetings and the ordinances.us

We may well agree with George
Butler that "the worthy brethren" who
wrote the manual "had presented much
excellent matter, and given many valua-
ble directions concerning church ordi-
nances, holding business meetings, and
many other important questions, and had
done as well, no doubt, as any others
would have done in their place."

No, the manual was not voted down
because its suggestions were heretical or
unorthodox. It was rejected for "reasons
... of a broader character" relating more
"to the desirability of any manual
whatever.1>

A Change of Opinion (?)

Nearly five decades were to pass
before that which George Butler thought
would never happen, happened. In 1932
the first official Ch"rch Manual was
issued by the General Conference. An
interesting account of how this came
about is presented in the preface to the
1986 revision of the Sevelllh-day Ad-
velltiSl Church Manual. Unfortunately,
there are some aspects of this account
which-to someone unfamiliar with the
facts of the 1883 General Conference
action-might easily be misleading.

For instance, on pages 15 and 16 we
find the fOllowing: "The 1882 General
Conference session voted to have pre-
pared 'instructions to church officers, to
be printed in the Review alld Herald or
in tract form.'-Review and Herald,
December 26, 1882. This action re-
vealed the growing realization that
church order was imperative if church
organization was to function effectively,
and that uniformity in such order re-
quired its guiding principles to be put
into printed form. Accordingly the arti-
cles were published. But at the 1883
General Conference session, when it
was proposed that these articles be
placed in permanent form as a church
manual, the idea was rejected. The
brethren feared that it would possibly
formalize the church and take from its
ministers their freedom to deal with
matters of church order as they might
individually desire.

"But this fear-doubtless re!lecting
the opposition to any kind of church
organization that had existed twenty
years before-evidently soon departed.
The annual General Conference sessions
continued to take actions on matters of
church order. In other words, they
slowly but surely were producing mate-
rial for a church manual."

It should be noted, first of all, that the
idea of creating a church manual was not
a matter of sudden inspiration at the ]883
General Conference. Thirteen issues of
the Review and Herald had carried arti-
cles entitled "The Church Manual." This
was no last-minute surprise.

A second peint of possible confusion
is the imptied link between the oppesition
to the propesed manual and the oppesition
to any and all forms of church organiza-
tion which had existed in the early 18605.
It should be noted that those who reasoned
against the need for achurch manual were
those who were most involved in, and
most dedicated to, church organization.
Anyone who is at all familiar with the

administrative concepts of George I.
Butler would find it quite humorous to
think that he was, even subconsciously,
oppesing church organization.

A third item deserving some thought
is the question of whether or not those
who "continued to take actions on mat-
ters of church order" saw this to be the
same as "producing material for a
church manual." If we are to give them
the benefit of the doubt and assume that
they were acting consistently with their
own voted intentions, then we must ac-
cept that they did not recl that they were
engaged in the same process they had so
decidedly voted against.

But this third item raises an interest-
ing question: Is there any rcal difference
between "taking actions on matters of
church order" and writing a church
manual?

It is certainly true that the administra-
tors of the denomination displayed very
little hesitation in the passing of resolu-
tions and the framing of rules during the
remainder of the] 880s and the whole of
the 18905. Yet, to assume that they saw
this in the same light as the writing of a
church manual is unwarranted due to the
simple lack of evidence. We might well
ask, however, whether Ellen White saw
this activity in the same light. If she did,

then we have a whole new category or
evidence to consider in regard to the
wisdom of having a church manual.

Ellen White apparently played no
part in the discussion of the advisability
of adopting a church manual which took
place in 1883. Arthur White, in chapter
19 of rhe Lonely Years, deals with his
grandmother's involvement in that
General Conference session, but no
mention is made of the church manual
issue. We find, as well, that in all of the
currently released Ellen White material,
there is not a single instance of her using
the term "church manual."

Her thoughts on the administrative
policies of church leaders in the decades
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The lack of confidence which brethren in the
ministry repose in their fellow laborers is
easily read in the rules and regulations
concerning even the details of the work which
they seek to impose upon them

following 1883, however, are clearly
recorded in language which leaves no
room for uncertainty. I f we are to equate
the actions of the General Conference
during those years with the matter of a
church manual, as the preface to the
1986 Church Manual suggests, then we
have great cause for concern. A sam-
pling of her thinking, chronologically
arranged, is given below:

(1885) "I have been shown that there
is one practice which those in responsible
places should avoid; for it is detrimental
to the work of God. Men in position
should not lord it over God's heritage,
and command everything around them.
Too many have marked out a prescribed
line which they wish others to follow in
the work. Workers have tried to do this

wilh blind faith, without cxercising thcir
own jUdgment upon the matter which
they had in hand. If those who were
placed as directors were not present, they
have followed thcir implicit directions
just the same. But in the name of ChIist, I
would entreat you to stop this work. Give
men a chance to exercise their individual
judgment. Men who follow the leading of
another, and arc willing that another
should think for them, are unfit to be
entrusted with responsibility. Our leading
men are remiss in this matter. God has
not given to special ones all the brain
power there is in the world....

'"I think I have laid out this mattcr
many times before you, but 1 see no
change in yOUf actions.''9

(1888) "Leavc God a chance to do
something for those who love Him, and
do not impose upon them rules and
regulations, which, if followed, will
leave them destitute of the grace of God
as were the hills of Gilboa, without dew
or rain. Your very many resolutions need
to be reduced to one third their number,
and great care should be taken as to what
resolutions afC framcd!'10

(1892) "The business of our Confer-
ence sessions has sometimes been bur-
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dened down with propositions and reso-
lutions that were not at all essential, and
that would never have been presented if
the sons and daughters of God had been
walking carefully and prayerfully before
Him. The fewer rules and regulations
that we can have, the better will be the
effect in the end. Whcn they are made,
let them be carefully considered, and, if
wise, let it be seen that they mean
something, and are not to become a dead
letter. Do not, however, encumber any
branch of the work with unnecessary,
burdensome restriclions and inventions
of men. In this period of the world's
history, with the vast work that is before
us, we need to observe the greatest
simplicity, and the work will be the
stronger for its simplicity.

"Let nonc entertain the thought,
however, that we can dispense with or-
ganization." II

(1894) "The lack of confidence
which brethren in thc ministry repose in
their fellow laborers is easily read in the
rules and regulations concerning even
the details of the work which they seck
to impose upon them.""

(1895) "Laws and rules arc be:ng
made at the centers of the work that wiJI
soon be broken into atoms. Men are not
to dictate....

'Those who know the truth arc to be
worked by the Holy Spirit, and not them-
selves to try to work the Spirit. If the
cords are drawn much tighter, if the rules
arc made much finer, if men continue to
bind their fellow laborers closer and
closer to the commandments of men,
many will be stirred by the Spirit of God
to break every shackle, and assert their
liberty in ChIist Jesus.... No human
being shall be permitted to prescribe my
liberty or intrench upon the perfect frcc-
dom of my brethren, without hearing my
voice lifted in protest against it."13

(1895) "Those who are enjoined to
represcnt the attributes of the Lord's char-
acter, step from the Bible platform, ane in

their own human judgment devise rules
and resolutions to force the will of others.
The devisings for forcing men to follow
the prescriptions of other men are institut-
ing an order of things that overrides
sympathy and tender compassion, that
blinds the eyes to mercy, justice, and the
love ofGod. Moral influence and personal
responsibility are trodden underfoot""

(1896) "The effort to cam salvation
by one's own works inevitably lcads
men to pile up human exactions as a
barrier against sin. For, seeing that they
fail to keep the law, they will devise
rules and regulations of their own to
force themselves to obey. All this turns
the mind away from God to self. His
love dies out of the heart, and with it
perishes love for his fellow men."I'

(1903) "But God has nothing to do
with making every institution amenable
in some way to the work and workers in
Battle Creek. His servants should not be
called upon to submit to rules and regu-
lations made there. God's hand must
hold every worker, and must guide and
control every worker. Men arc not to
make rules and regulations for their fcl·
low men. The Bible has given the rules
and regulations that we arc to follow. We
arc to study the Bible and learn from it
the duty of man to his fellow man. 'The
law of the LORD is perfect, converting
the soul.' Psalm] 9:7 "16

(1907) "The man-ruling power that
has been coming into our ranks has no
sanction in the Word. Satan has stolen in
to lead men to depend on men, and to
make flesh their arm. I am instructed to
say, Break every yoke that human inven·
tion has framed, and heed the voice of
Christ, 'Take My yoke upon you, and
learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For My yoke is easy, and My
burden is light.' Matthew 11:29-30....

"The men who instruct their fellow
men to look to men for guidance, arc
really teaching them that when they go to
the Lord for counsel and the direction of
His Spirit regarding their duty, they must
not follow that counsel without first going
to certain men to know if this is what they
must do. Thus a species of slavery is
developed that will bring only weakness
and inefficiency to the church ofGod.""

(1909) "Do not allow any man to
corne in as an arbitrary ruler, and say,
You must not go here, and you must not
go Ihere; you must do this, and you must
not do thaI. We have a great and impor-
tanl work to do, and God would have us



From this statement, it would appear that the
present Church Manual is not to be considered
"as suggestions simply," as was stated of the
proposed manual in 1883

take hold of that work intelligently. The
placing of men in positions of responsi-
bility in various Conferences, does not
make them godS."18
Those familiar with this unfor-

tunate era of our denomination's his w

tory will recognize that the selections
above are but a small fraction of the
similar statements made by Ellen
White during the stressful years before
and after the turn of the century, Many
more might be provided, but the point
is simply this: If the passing of "actions
on matters of church order" during
these years was in any real way a
continuation of the principles behind
the rejectcd church manual of 1883,
then we have great cause for thankful-
ness that the brethren had the foresight
to reject it when they did,

It would also be well to notice in
particular that Ellen White made a clear
distinction between proper organization
and excessive organization. The greatest
challenge of this aspect of our Ilistory is
to determine where that dividing line is
to be found, Either extreme is dis-
astrous-the balance must be sought.

Recent Developments

Quoting again from the preface to
the 1986 edition of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church Manual:

"Meanwhile the Movement con-
tinued to grow rapidly both at home and
abroad, It was therefore in the best inter-
ests of the very order and proper uniform-
ity that had long been our goal, that the
General Conference Committee took ac-
tion in 1931 to publish a church manual.
1. L. McElhany, then vice-president of
the General Conference for North Amer-
ica, and later president of the General
Conference for fourteen years, was asked
to prepare the manuscript. This manu-
script was carefully examined by the
General Conference Committee and then
pUblishcd in 1932, The opening sentcnce
of the preface of that first edition well
observes that' it has become increasingly
evident that a manual on church govern-
ment is needed to set forth and preserve
our denominational practices and polity.'
Note the word 'preserve.' Here was no
attempt at a late date suddenly to create a
whole pattern of church government.
Rather, it was an endeavor, first to 'pre-
serve' all the good actions taken through
the years, and then to add such regula-
tions as our increasing growth and com-
plexity might require,""

Over the years the Church Manual
has increased somewhat in size as it has
been modified and enlarged to address a
greater variety of issues and circum-
stances. Of more importance, however,
has been the change in its status, Again,
from the 1986 revision:

"Realizing increasingly how impor-
tant it is that everything 'be done de-
cently ·and in order' in our worldwide
work, and that actions on church govern-
ment should not only express the mind
but have the full authority of the church,
the 1946 General Conference session
adopted the following procedure:

" 'All changes or revisions of policy
that are to be made in the Manual shall
be authorized by the General Confer-
ence session.'-General Conference Re-
port, No, 8, p, 197 (June 14, 1946), .

"The 1946 General Conference ses-
sion action that all 'changes or revisions
of policy' in the Manual shall be
'authorized by the General Conference
session,' reflects a conception of the
authoritative status of General Confer-
ence sessions that has long been held
among us, In the 1877 session this action
was taken:

" 'Resolved, that the highest author-
ity under God among Seventh-day Ad-
ventists is found in the will of the body
of that people, as expressed in the deci-

sions of the General Conference when
acting within its proper jurisdiction; and
that such decisions should be submitted
to by all without exception, unless they
can be shown to conOict with the Word
of God and the rights of individual
conscience.'-Review and Herald, vol.
50, No, 14, p, 106"20

From this statement, it would appear
that the present Church Manual is not to
be considered "as suggestions simply," as
was stated of the proposed manual in
1883, Rather, it is to be seen as the
authoritative expression of the highest
authority under God among Seventh-Gay
Adventists.

Some may, at this point, rise up in
horror, condemn the book, and assert
that they will never submit to such papal
tyranny, Perhaps such a reaction is not
el7lirely out of place, but it would be well
to know, first, precisely where the line
should be drawn. We should, after all,
endeavor to be logical about the posi-
tions we take. And there are several
questions yet remaining which are cry-
ing out for good answers,

It is interesting to note that the
1877 statement quoted above was
framed only six years prior to the
voting down of the proposed manual in
1883, In all probability, the great ma-
jority of those who passed the one,
voted against the other. Can the two
actions be harmonized? or are we to
assume that the brethren of the time
were somewhat fickle in their con-
cerns? And what bearing, if any, does
all this have on the status of our current
Church Manual?

Notice two aspects of the 1877 state-
ment: 1) the authority of the General
Conference is specifically limited to a
realm described as its "proper jurisdic-
tion," and 2) compliance to the General
Conference's decisions is not required
when such "can be shown to conflict
with the Word of God and the rights of
individual conscience."

We readily recognize the second
provision as applicable to any effort to
coerce church members into sin. That is
to say that any General Conference
action requiring that which the Lord has
forbidden, or forbidding that which He
has required, is clearly without author-
ity, To this, all would agree, But what
about requiring or forbidding that
which the Lord has neither required nor
forbidden? Does the church have such a
right?

Here we touch on the greater ques-
tion of the General Conference's (and
thus the Church Manual's) "proper jur-
isdiction."
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The church's enforcement of her requirements
always takes the form of a pronouncement
concerning the moral standing of the individual
involved

A Question ofAuthority

Any lawfully appointed repre-
sentative speaks with the authority given
him by the one he represents. In the case
of the church this is a matter of great
importance, for her lawfully appointed
sphere of representation is at the highest
level of God's authority-moral stand-
ing and salvation. To be a member of the
church is but the outward sign of one's
having passed from death to life through
the grace of Christ.
This places the church in a position

unlike that of any other entity, for the
church can require nothing of her mem·
bers except as she does so in the context
of individual membership. Thus the
church's authority is always exercised in
terms of a person's moral standing and

salvation. The church has no power to
impose monetary fines, as does the state,
and she is forbidden of God to use
physical force, hence she cannot resort
to imprisonment or torture as have some
churches of the past. Her only means of
punishment is the depriving of the privi-
leges of church membership. As a result,
the church's enforcement of her require-
ments always takes the form of a pro-
nouncement concerning the moral
standing of the individual involved. And
this is at it should be.

True, there are aspects of denomi-
national activity-such as the hiring and
firing of personnel-which in many in-
stances can and should be addressed on
an entirely different plane. But these are
simply the necessarily secular elements
of conducting business in this present
world. Unless matters of moral standing
or salvation are involved, such actions
have no bearing whatever on member-
ship.

Wilhin the bounds of moral standing
and sllivation the church is to speak with
all the authority of God. And while the
corporate church has been granted the
privilege of representing lhe authority of

24 Ollr Firm Foundation October 1990

God, no Seventh-day Adventist would
concede that she had been given the
prerogative of altering lhe conditions of
salvation. It follows, then, that the condi-
tions of church membership are likewise
beyond her power to manipulate.

As surely as we accept the revealed
Word of God as the only authoritative
statement of the conditions of salvation,
so it must be recognized that that Word
is the only authoritative statement of the
conditions of church membership. 10
add to this, or to subtract from it can
only be done at the risk of compromising
the entire basis of the church's lawfully
appointed authority. Here, then, in the
explicit statements of God's Word, are
to be found the boundaries of the
General Conference's (and thus the
Church Mal/uafs) "proper jurisdiction."

Where Does It Fit?

We might ask, then, what place does
the Chure], Ma11ual have? A look
through its pages reveals the presence of
many quotations from both the Bible
and the writings of Ellen White. All true
Seventh-day Adventists will acknowl-
edge these as authoritative sources. That
which is required in these writings it is
within the proper jurisdiction of the
church to enforce.

We will also find in the Church
Manual a wide variety of suggestions
relating to many circumstances which
may be expected to arise in the work of
the church. The majority of these are
simply common sense suggestions of
routine ways to deal with such issues.
Many of these would be quite worka-
ble in most cases. But dare we say all
cases? Dare we hold these to be re-
quirements, for which the only availa·
ble penalty for their violation is an
unfavorable pronouncement concern-
ing someone's moral standing and
hope of salvation? Would we not be
much better advised to keep off such
holy ground?

Well might we echo the words of
George Butler: "The Bible contains our
creed and discipline. It thoroughly fur-
nishes the man of God unto all good
works. What it has not revealed relative
to church orgllnization and mllnagement,
the duties of officers and ministers, and
kindred subjects, should not be strictly
defined and drawn out into minute
specifications for the sake of uniformity,
but rather be left to individual judgment
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Had it been best to have a book of
directions of this sort, the Spirit would
doubtless have gone further, and left one
on record with the stamp of inspiration
upon it. Man cannot safely supplement
this matter with his weak judgment. All
atlempts to do it in the past have proved
lamentable failures."

In years gone by, Adventists were
known as the "people of the Book." In
1883 the General Conference delegates
sought to protect that trait, shielding it
from what they saw as a dangerous threat.
They wrote: "If we had one [a church
manual], we fear many, especilllly those
commencing to preach, would study it to
obtain guidance in religious matters,
rather than to seck for it in the Bible, and
from the lelldings of the Spirit of God,
which would tend to their hindrance in
genuine religious experience and in
knowledge of the mind of the Spirit."

May it never be said that we as a
people have exchanged the high privi-
lege of being the "people of the Book,"
in order to become nothing more than
the "people of the book." 0

I See "General Conference Session," SCI·emll-day
Ad,:e"tist E"C)·dopedia (1976), t:lblc on 502

: Review arid Herald, November 20. 1883, 732
) Ibid., 733
• Ibid., November 27,1883,745-746
J Ibid., June 5,1883,361
• Ibid., June 19, 1883, 393
, Ibid., July 10, 1883,442
• "Church Manual," Sewmth-day Adremist Elley·
c/opcdia, 301

• Testimo"ies to Millisters. 301-302
10E/ten G. White /888Materials, 115
II Itfatluscript Releases, vol. 1, 158
Il Special Testimo"ies, Series A, No.3, 16
l) Rev;ewa"dHerald, vol. 3, 275
,. Testimonies to Ministers, 363
"Thoughts From the MOllm ofBlessing, 123
"1903 General Conferellce Bulleti", 87
" Christian Leadership, 28
II Words of Eucouragement to Self-supporting
Workers, 24 (E/le" G. While PampMcls ill ,he
Concordance, vol. 3, 442)
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of the Lord for both Jews and Gentiles.
The true purpose ofGod in the sanctuary
and its service in all time, whether in the
figure or in the true, whether for Jews or
for Gentiles, whether on earth or in
heaven, was "to finish the transgression,
and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring
in everlasting righteousness, and to seal
up the vision and prophccy, and to
anoint the most Holy." Daniel 9:24.
Seventy weeks, or four hundred and
ninety years, was the limitation of time
which God allotted to the Jews, as a
people, to accomplish this purpose.

Near the close of that period of timc,
Christ Himself came in person to demon-
strate the way. The leaders of the Jews,
however, saw in Him only "Beelzebub
the prince of the devils." Matthew 12:24.
Openly repudiating Him, they acccpted a
murderer; in place of Messiah the Prince
they chose a Roman Caesar as their only
king. Christ they counted as fit only to be
crucified, destroyed from the face of the
earth. For such a people as that, the work
couId not be accomplished. It was im-
possible-impossible bccause of their
own persistent rebellion. From the depths
of divine pity and sorrow Christ was
compelled to say to them: "0 Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and ye would not! Behold, your house is
lcft unto you desolate." "The kingdom of
God shall be taken from you, and given to
a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof."
Matthew 23:37-38; 21:43

When the Jews rejected the kingdom
ofGod, it was taken from them and given
to the Gentiles. That which was to be
done for the Jews in the four hundred and
ninety years limited to them, is precisely
that which is to be done for the Gentiles.
This cleansing of the true sanctuary can
only be accomplished as sin and trans-
gression end. This work can be accom-
plished only by, on the one hand, perfect-
ing the believers and, on the other hand,
by the destruction of the wicked and the
cleansing of the universe from every taint
of sin that has ever defiled it.

The finishing of the mystery ofGod is
Christ fully formed within each believer.
Once this has been accomplished in all
who are willing, all who then have not
received the gospel are destroyed
(2 Thessalonians 1:7-10); for it is not the
way of the Lord to prolong the history of

Such an High Priest, Part Five
THE cleansing of the sanctuary and

the finishing of the mystery of God
are accomplished simultaneously, and
are so closely related as to be practically
identical in character as well as event.

In the "figures of the true" in the
earthly sanctuary the round of service was
completed annually; and the cleansing of
the sanctuary was the finishing of that
figurative service. The cleansing of the
sanctuary was the taking away from the
sanctuary all "the uncleanness of the
children of Israel" ''because of their trans-
gressions in all their sins," which, by the
ministry of the priesthood in the sanctuary
had been brought into the sanctuary during
the service of the year. Leviticus 16:16

The finishing of this work for the sanc-
tuary was, likewise, the finishing of the
work for the people. In the cleansing of the
sanctuary on the day of atonement who-
soever of the people did not, by searching of
heart, confession, and putting away of sin,
take part in the service of the cleansing of
the sanctuary was cut off forever. Thus the
cleansing of the sanctuary extended to the
people and included the people, as truly as it
did the sanctuary itself. Leviticus 16:15-19,
29-34; 23:27-32

That sanctuary, sacrifice, priesthood,
and ministry were figures of the true (see
Hebrews 9:24)-the heavenly sanctuary
and ministry of Christ. The cleansing of
the sanctuary was, therefore, a figure of
the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary
from all the uncleanness of the believers
in Jesus caused by all their transgressions
in all their sins. The time of this cleansing
of the true is declared in the words of the
Wonderful Numberer (Daniel 8:13, mar-
gin) to be "unto two thousand and three
hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed." Daniel 8:14. This prophecy
points to Christ's final work in the
heavenly sanctuary, which He com-
menced in A.D. 1844.

Indeed, the sanctuary of which Christ
is the High Priest is the only one that
could possibly be cleansed in 1844; it is
the only one in existence at this time. The
earthly sanctuary established at God's
direction was destroyed by the Romans
in A.D. 70, as foretold in Daniel 9:26.

What this cleansing means is plainly
stated in Daniel 9:24-27. The angel of
God, as he explained the truth concern-
ing the two thousand and three hundred
days to Daniel, revealed the great obj-oct
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In order for the sanctuary to be cleansed and
the course of the gospel service to be finished,
it must first be finished in the people who have
a part in the service

mankind when the only possible use that
would be made of His mercy is to keep
adding misery to misery.

Again, in the service of the earthly
sanctuary we have seen that when the
work of the gospel in annual course was
finished in behalf of those who had
taken part in it, then all those who had
taken no part in it were cul off. Here it is
plainly taught that when, in the service
of the true sanctuary, the work of the
gospel is finished for all those who have
a part in it, all those who have not
participated in it will be cut off. Thus, in
both respects, the finishing of the mys-
tery of God is the final ending of sin.

In the sanctuary service we are shown
that, in order for the sanctuary to be
cleansed and the course of the gospel
service to be finished, it must first be
finished in the people who have a part in
the service. That is to say: An end of sins
and reconciliation for iniquity could not
be made, nor could everlasting righteous-
ness be brought in until this work had
been accomplished in each person who
had a part in the service of the sanctuary.
The sanctuary itself could not be
cleansed so long as, by confessions of the
people and the intercessions of priests,
there was pouring into the sanctuary a
stream of transgressions and sins. The
cleansing of the sanctuary was the re-
moval from it of all the transgressions
that had been taken into it during the
service of the year. This stream must be
stopped at its fountain in the hearts and
lives of the worshipers before the sanctu-
ary itself could possibly be cleansed.

Clearly, that which was preliminary
and essential to the cleansing of the
sanctuary itself was the finishing of trans-
gression, the making an cnd of sins, the
making reconciliation for iniquity, and
the bringing of everlasting righteousness
into the heart and life of each one of the
people themselves. When the stream that
!lowed into the sanctuary was thus
stopped at its source, then the sanctuary
itself could be cleansed.

And all that was "a figure for the time
then present" (Hebrews 9:9)-a figure of
the true. Therefore, by this we are taught
that the service of our great High Priest in
the cleansing of the truc sanctuary must be
preceded by the cleansing of each one of
the believers. It is clear that transgression
must be finished, and an end of sins and
rcconciliation for all iniquity must bemade,
and everlasting righteousness must be
brought in-into the heart's experience of
every believer in Jesus-before the
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cleansing of the true sanctuary can be
accomplished.

This cleansing is the true object of
Christ's priesthood and of the true sanc-
tuary. The typical, earthly service, with
its sacrifices, its priesthood, and minis-
try, could not really take away sin-
could not make the comers thereunto
perfect. Whereas the sacrifice, the
priesthood, and the ministry of Christ in
the true sanctuary do take away sins
forever, making the comers thereunto
perfect; they do perfect "for ever them
that are sanctified." Hebrews 10:14

Closely associated with the forgive-
ness of sins is the promise that they will
be blotted out. See Acts 3:19. It is
apparent that this blotting out cannot
take place until a final disposition has
been made of each case. Only then can
even the record of sin be removed, fully
cleansing the sanctuary of even the rec-
ord of sins committed.

We need to be on our guard against
the idea that the blotting out of sin is
merely as the passing of a sponge over a
slate, or like an entry on a ledger, to
balance the account. Sin is not so easily
blotted out. The tearing of a leaf out of a
book, or cven the burning of the book
containing the record, does not blot out
the sin. The sin is not blotted out by

blotting out the account of it any more
than throwing the Bible into the firc
abolishes the Word of God. There was a
time when all the Bibles that could be
found were destroyed: but the Word of
God-the truth-remained just the same.

Truth is implanted in the heavens
and earth; it fills the stars, keeping them
in their places; it is that by which the
plants grow; it is that by which the bllds
build their nests and find their way
across the sea. When Moses broke the
tables of stone, thc law was just as
steadfast as it was before. Just so,
though all the record of our sin (be it
written by the very finger of God) were
erased, the sin would remain, because

the sin is in us. Though the record of our
sin were graven in roCk, and the rock
then ground to powder-even this
would not blot out our sin.

The blotting out of sin is the crasing of
it from the life. The blood of Jesus Christ
cleanses from all sin. Our bodies are but
the channel, the border, the sand upon the
shore, of the river of life. Impressions
have been made upon us by sin. At the
seashore, when you see a smooth stretch
of sand, your first impulse is to make
some mark on it, to write some characters
upon it. Then the sea comes up, and each
wave that passes over it helps to obliterate
the impression, until it is entirely blotted
out. Even so the stream of life from the
throne ofGod will wash away and blot out
the impressions of our sins upon us.

The erasing of sin is the blotting of it
from our lives, so that we shall know it
no more. "The worshippers once
purged" by the blood of Christ-in ac-
tual, living reality purged-have "no
more conscience of sin," because the
way of sin is gone from them. Their
iniquity may be sought for, but it will not
be found. It is forever gone from them-
it is foreign to them in their new
perience---they do not think of doing it
any more. This is the work of Christ in
the true sanctuary, the sanctuary not

made with hands, but brought into exist-
ence by the thought of God.

Now, this time of the consummation
of the hope of all the ages-while the
true sanctuary is being cleansed, and the
work of the gospel is being completed
that the mystery of God might indced be
finished-is the time above all other
times, when the believers in Jesus must
be partakers of the full measure of
Christ's heavenly grace. Only in thus
becoming partakcrs of the divine nature
can thcy havc in their lives an end of sins
and perfection in the truth, leading to
everlasting righteousness.

No soul can ever himself finish
transgression, or make an end of sins, or



make reconciliation for iniquity, or
bring everlasting righteousness into his
own life. For that ever to be done, it must
be done by the priesthood and ministry
of Him alone who gave Himself that He
might accomplish this very cleansing for
every soul, presenting them "holy and
unblameable and unreproveable" in the
sight of God. Colossians 1:22. This hope
only the priesthood and ministry of
Christ can fulfill.

Is not that priesthood sulTieient? Is
not His ministry effectual to accomplish
its purpose? Most a· urcdly. Only by
that means is it possible for our restora-
tion ever to be accomplished. Only the
priesthood and ministry of Christ can do
ii, and now is the time for it to be done.
Then let us believe in Him and trust Him
in the doing of it.

This is the work and the time of
which it is written that "there should be
delay no longer." Sec Revelation 10:6.
And why should there be delay any
longer? Since the priesthood of our great
High Priest is efficient, and since His
sacrifice and ministry are all sufficient
in that which is promised, why should
there be delay any longer? 1l1en let uS
trust Him to do that which He has given
Himself to do. Let us receive in its
fullness all that bclongs to evcryone who
believes in and implicitly trusts the
Apostle and High Priest of our profes-
sion-Christ Jesus.

We have seen that the little horn-
the man of sin, the mystery of iniquity-
obscured the truth of the priesthood and
ministry of the heavenly sanctuary, sub-
stituting one of his own devising. In this
substitute priesthood and service of the
mystcry of iniquity the sinner confesses
his sins to the priest, but then goes on
sinning. Indeed, in that priesthood and
ministry there is no power to do any-
thing clse. But, sad as the question may
be, is it not too true that those who are
not of the mystery of iniquity, but who
really believe in Jesus and in His priest-
hood and ministry, also confess their
sins, and then go on sinning?

Is this fair to our great High Priest, to
His sacrifice, and to His ministry? Is it
fair that we should thus put Him, His
sacrifice, and His ministry practically
upon a level with that of the "abomina-
tion of desolation" and say that in Him
and in His ministry there is no more
power or virtue than there is in that of
the "mystery of iniquity"?

Lct us implicitly trust our great High
Priest as He ministers in the true sanctu-

ary to finish transgression, and to make
an end of sins, to make reconciJiation for
iniquity, and to bring everlasting right-
eousness into cach of our hearts and lives.

Remember, it is not a righteousness
for today and sin tomorrow, and then
righteousness again and sin again. That
is not everlasting righteousness. Ever-
lasting righteousness is righteousness
that is brought in and stays everlastingly
in thc life of the one who has believed
and confessed, and who still further
believes and receives this everlasting
righteousness in the place of all sin and
all sinning. This alone is the gracious
gift of God by the heavenly ministry
which He has established in our behalf,
making Christ the Priest and Minister of
the heavenly sanctuary.

That Christ lived in the nesh, died on
the cross, rose from the dead, ascended
to heaven, and sits on the right hand of
the throne of God in heaven, must be an
eternal fixture in the faith of every
Christian in order for that faith to be true
and full. By this true faith every soul
who is of this true faith can certainly
know that in him and in his life trans-
gression can be finished and an end of
sins can be made. When this has been
done, reconciliation is made for all the
iniquity of his life, and everlasting right-
eousness is brought in to reign forever-
more. That this restoration to the image
of God is possible, he can know with
perfect certainty, just as truly as he can
know that Christ is Priest upon His
throne; for the Word of God says so.

Therefore, let every believer in Jesus
rise up in the strength of this true faith,
implicitly trusting the merit of our great
High Priest in His holy ministry and
intercession for us. And then in the
righteousness, the peace, and the power
of this true faith, let every soul who
knows the glorious news of the priest-
hood of Christ, of the cleansing of the
sanctuary, of the finishing of the mys-
tery of God, of the times of refreshing,
and of the soon coming of the Lord "to
be glorified in His saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe . .. in
that day," and "to present it to Himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing," but l:holy
and without blemish," (2 Thessalonians
1:10; Ephesians 5:27)-let those who
know this message by experience pub-
lish it abroad to all people, even to the
ends of the earth, until the harvest is
ready, and Jesus comes to establish the
kingdom of His saints forever. 0

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: Planelary Magnetic Field

Direct measurements of the earth's
magnetic field over the past 140 years
show a steady and rapid decline in its
strength. This decay pattern is consistent
with the theoretical view that there is an
electric current inside thc earth which
produces the magnetic field. If tills view
is correct, then 25,000 years ago the
electrical current would have bee,n so
strong that the earth's structure could
not have survived the heat produced.
This would imply that the earth could
not be older than 25,000 years. Thomas
G. Barnes, Origin and Destiny oj the
Earth's Magnetic Field (San Diego: In-
stitute for Creation Research, 1973)

In confirmation of the validity of tills
model Science News, March 10, 1990,
150, points out that an intrinsic magnetic
field of a planet is produced in a planet's
molten core by circulation patterns
caused by rising heat (convection). This
pattern creates a circulating ring of elec-
trical current, which, in turn, creates a
magnetiC field. The situation is very
similar to a field produced by current
nowing in a coil of wire.
The problem (for some people) is

that even stretching the earth's age to
25,000 years still does not allow for the
long ages of the evolutionary theory.

Subject: Alcohol in Cooking

Science News, November 11, 1989,
318, reported that the use of alcoholic
beverages in foods does leave large
amounts of the alcohol in the food, even
after cooking. While sinunering a pot
roast in red wine for two and a half hours
does remove 95 percent of the alcohol, 25
minutes of baking at 375 degrees retained
45 percent of the alcohol in the dry sherry
in scalloped oysters. Brandy Alexander
pie, involving nO cooking, retained 75
percent of its alcohol. The real surprise
came when the cherries jubilee retained
75 perceot of its a1eobol despite flaming
for 48 seconds.
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Faith and Works Part Two
Satan's Sophistry

It is the sophistry of Satan that the
death ofChrist brought in grace to take the
place of the law. The death of Jesus did
not change or annul or lessen in the
slightest degree the law ofThn Command-
ments. That precious grace offered to men
through a Saviour's blood establishes the
law of God. Since the fall of man, God's
moral government and His grace are in-
separable. They go hand in hand through
all dispensations. "Mercy and truth are
met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other." Psalm 85:10
Jesus, our Substitute, consented to

bear for man the penalty of the law
transgressed. He clothed His divinity
with humanity and thus became the Son
of man, a Saviour and Redeemer. The
very fact of the death of God's dear Son
to redeem man shows the immutability
of the divine law. How easily, from the
transgressor's standpoint, could God
have abolished His law, thus providing a
way whereby men could be saved and
Christ remain in heaven! The doctrine
which teaches freedom, through grace,

Father's law-that law which Christ
came to exalt and make honorable? He
testifies, "I have kept My Father's com-
mandments." John 15:10. God will not
bringHis law down to meet the imperfect
standard of man; and man cannot meet
the demands of that holy law without
exercising repentance toward God and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Chris!.
"If any man sin, we have an Advocate

with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous." 1 John 2:1. But God has not given
His Son to a life of suffering and ignom-
iny and a shameful death to release man
from obedience to the divine law. So
great is the deceptive power of Satan that
many have been led to regard the atone-
ment of Christ as of no real value. Christ
died because there was no other hope for
the transgressor. He might try to keep
God's law in the future; but the debt
which he had incurred in the past re-
mained, and the law must condemn him
to death. Christ came to pay that debt for
the sinner which it was impossible for
him to pay for himself. Thus, through the
atoning sacrifice of Christ, sinful ",an
was granted another trial.

Ellen G. White

A ND the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your

whole spirit and soul and body be pre-
served blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Chris!." 1 Thessalonians
5:23

Sanctification is obtained only in obe-
dience to the will of God. Many who are
willfully trampling upon the law of Je-
hovah claim holiness of heart and sancti-
fication of life. But they have not a saving
knowledge ofGod or of His law. They are
standing in the ranks of the great rebel. He
is at war with the law ofGod, which is the
foundation of the divine government in
heaven and in the earth. These men are
doing the same work as their master has
done in seeking to make of none effect
God's holy law. No commandment-
breaker can be permitted to enter heaven;
for he who was once a pure and exalted
covering cherub was thrust out for rebel-
ling against the government of God.

With many, sanctification is only
self-righteousness. And yet these persons
boldy claim Jesus as their Saviour and
Sanctifier. What a delusion! Will the Son
of God sanctify the transgressor of the
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Men may make what excuse they please for
their rejection of God's law; but no excuse will
be accepted in the day of judgment

to break the law is a fatal delusion.
Every transgressor of God's law is a
sinner, and none can be sanctified while
living in known sin.
The condescension and agony of

God's dear Son were not endured to
purchase for man liberty to transgress the
Father's law and yet sit down with Christ
in His throne. It was that through His
merits and the exercise of repentance and
faith the most guilty sinner might receive
pardon and obtain strength to live a life of
obedience. The sinner is not saved in his
sins, but from his sins.

What Sin Is

The soul must first be convicted of
sin before the sinner will feel a desire to
come to Christ. "Sin is the transgression
of the law." 1 John 3:4. "I had not known
sin, but by the law." Romans 7:7. When
the commandment came home to Saul's
conscience, sin revived, and he died. He
saw himself condemned by the law of
God. The sinner cannot be convinced of
his guilt unlcss he understands what
constitutes sin. It is impossible for an
individual to experience Bible sanctifi-
cation while he holds that if he believes
in Christ it is immatcrial whether he
obeys God's law or disobeys it.

Those who profess to keep the law of
God and yet at heart arc indulging in sin
arc condemned by the True Witness.
They claim to be rich in a knowledge of
the truth; but they are not in harmony
with its sacred principles. The truth does
not sanctify their lives. God's Word
declares that the professed command-
ment-keeper whose life contradicts his
faith is blind, wretched, poor, and naked.

God's law is the mirror presenting a
complete reflection of the man as he is,
and holding up before him the correct
likeness. Some will turn away and forget
this picture, while others will employ
abusive epithets against the law, as though
this would cure their defects of character.
Still others who are condemned by the law
will repent of their transgressions and,
through faith in Christ's merits, will per-
fect Christian character.

Condemned by the Light They Reject

The whole world is guilty in God's
sight of transgressing His law. Because
the great majority will continue to trans-
gress, and thus remain at enmity with
God, is no reason why none should
confess themselves guilty and become

obedient. To a superficial observer, per-
sons who are naturally amiable, who are
educated and refined, may appear per-
fect in life. "Man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the
heart." 1 Samuel 16:7. Unless the life-
giving truths of God's Word, when pre-
sented to the conscience, are under-
standingly received and then faithfully
carried out in the life, no man can see the
kingdom of heaven. To some, these
truths have a charm because of their
novelty but are not accepted as the Word
of God. Those who do not receive the
light when it is brought before them will
be condemned by it.

In every congregation in the land
there are souls unsatisfied, hungering
and thirsting for salvation. By day and
by night the burden of their hearts is,
What shall I do to be saved? They listen
eagerly to popular discourses, hoping to
learn how they may be justified before
God. But too often they hear only a
pleasing speech, an eloquent declama-
tion. There are sad and disappointed
hearts in every religious gathering. The
minister tells his hearers that they cannot
keep the law of God. "It is not binding
upon man in our day," he says. "You
must believe in Christ; He will save you;
only believe." Thus he teaches them to
make feeling their criterion and gives
them no intelligent faith. That minister
may profess to be very sincere, but he is
seeking to quiet the troubled conscience
with a false hope.

Sugarcoated Spiritual Poison

Many are led to think that they are on
the road to heaven because they profess
to believe in Christ, while they reject the
law of God. But they will find at last that
they were on the way to perdition in-
stead of heaven. Spiritual poison is sug-
arcoated with the doctrine of sanctifica-
tion, and administered to the people.
Thousands eagerly swallow it, feeling

that if they are only honest in their belief
they will be safe. But sincerity will not
convert error to truth. A man may swal-
low poison, thinking it is food; but his
sincerity will not save him from the
effects of the dose.

God has given us His Word to be our
guide. Christ has said, "Search the
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which
testify of Me." John 5:39. He prayed for
His disciples, "Sanctify them through
Thy truth: Thy Word is truth." John
17:17. Paul says, "I verily thought with
myself, that I ought to do many things
contrary to the name of Jesus of

Nazareth." Acts 26:9. But this belief did
not make his course right. When Paul
received the gospel of Jesus Christ, it
made him a new creature. He was trans-
formed; the truth planted in his soul gave
him such faith and courage as a follower
of Christ that no opposition could move
him, no suffering daunt him.

Men may make what excuse they
please for their rcjection ofGod's law; but
no excuse will be accepted in the day of
judgment. Thosewho are contendingwith
God and strengthening their guilty souls
in transgression must very soon meet the
Great Lawgiver over His broken law.

The day of God's vengeance com-
eth-the day of the fierceness of His
wrath. Who will abide the day of His
coming? Men have hardened their hearts
against the Spirit of God, but the arrows
of His wrath will pierce where the ar-
rows of conviction could not. God will
not far hence arise to deal with the
sinner. Will the false shepherd shield the
transgressor in that day? Can he be
excused who went with the multitude in
the path of disobedience? Will popular-
ity or numbers make any guiltless?
These are questions which the careless
and indifferent should consider and
settle for themselves. 0

Faith and Works, 29-33
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The Council on Learning advocates that "the
United States should reject sovereignty in
favor of an interdependent relationship with
the world"

Designer Thinking
Conlinucd from 7

sense, human evolution has been in
process since the first stirring of life on
Earth." BSCS, Molecules to Man
(Houghton-Mimin, 1963), 409

Self-Autonomy:

"The placc, the opportunity, and
their bodies all say 'Go!' How far this
couple goes must be their own deci-
sion." Masculinity and Femininity
(Houghton-Miffin, 1976), 21 (picture
caplion)

"From whom might you rcsent get-
ling some unasked-for advice about how
to dress, how 10 wear makeup, or how to
behave? Why? (From some teachers,
from 'old-fashioned' parents, [rom
bossy older brolhers and sisters, etc.)"
Thacher's Manual, 'Rebels and Regu-
lars,' Gateway English (Macmillan,
1969),42

Situational Ethics:

"lllCTC are exceptions to almost all
moral laws, depending on the situation.
What is wrong in one instance may be
right in another. Most children learn that
it's wrong to lie, but later they may learn

that it's tactless, if not actually wrong,
fnol] to lie under some circumstances."
ll/quiries iI/ Sociology (Allyn and
Bacon, 1972), 37

'·The moral has been purposely
omitled in order that the children, when
talking about the slOry, may come 10
their own conclusions." CommuJlicat-
il/g, grade 2, (D.c. Heath, 1972)

"Note: Please refrain from moraliz-
ing of any kind. Sludents may indeed
'tune out' if they are subjected to 'prea-
chy' talk about 'proper English' and the
moral obligation to 'do one's best' in
class and to 'lend a hand' to the under-
dog in baHle." GatelVoy EI/glish (Mac-
milliln, 1970),28
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Attacks on Christianity:

II Anthropologists studying human
customs, religious practices, ritualism,
and the priestcraft came to Ihe conclu-
sion that men created their own re-
ligious beliefs so that the beliefs an-
swered their special needs. The God of
the Judeo-Christian tradition was a god
worshiped by a desert folk, and heaven
was high above the desert, cool and
pleasant. The Eskimos reversed the
conccpt." Perspective iI/ U.S. History
(Field Educational Publications, 1972),
541

·'A great many myths deal with the
idea of rebirth. Jesus, Dionysus, Odin
and many other traditional figures are
represented as having died, after which
they were reborn or arose from the
dead." Psychology for You (Oxford,
1978), 191

Sexual Freedom:

"111erc are some who adopt more
permissive standards for themselves and
others. They propose conditions outside
marriage under which they [eel that
sexual relationships should be per-
mitted. The particular pattern of be-
Jmvior thaI one accepts for himself is a

decision that adults must make." Psy-
chology for Livil/g (Webster/MeGraw-
Hill, 1971), 190

"Thpics for Inquiry. No. 1. Discuss
the advantages for group marriage."
Sociology: the S/Ildy of Hllmal/ Rela-
tiol/ships (Harcourt, 1972),280

Internationalism:

"A third alternative would occur if
the global political system moved in
some entirely new direction, in other
words, if the enlire global system
changed. What if national and multi-
national corporations faded out of exist-
encc, to be replaced by one single inter-

national conglomerate?" American
Government: Comparing Political Ex-
periel/ces (Prentice-Hall, 1979), 589

"We now live in an age in which we
must recognize that our interdependence
extends beyond national boundaries,
from the local to the global community."
United States Governmem: The People
Decide (Science Research Associates,
1979), iii

Socialism:

·'By 1936 the depression was seven
years old, and conditions were steadily
worsening. Only one bright spot stood
out in the gloom. The collectivist
economy of the Soviet Union stood
without unemployment, unusual hunger,
or signs of disease. Is it any wonder Ihat
some joined the American Communist
Party?" "Meantime, Americans live
with the system they have, patChing it
here and there. Most Americ.:1ns accept
it; a few reject it absolutely." Perspec-
tive il1 U.s. His/Dry, 253, 554

"Tho much economic freedom would
not really benefit the working people."
Civics (Follel, 1978),355

"In the capitalist system the upper
class profits by paying workers less than
Ihe value of what they produce."
Teacher's Guide, Sociology: People ill
Groups (Science Research Associates),
232

D. L. Cuddy, a former consultant in
the U.S. Department of Education has
reported on the growing evidences of an
invasion of the field of education by these
pagan forcesP He notes the extensive
sales distribution of a world-citizen's
curriculum for schools and teachers na-
tionwide recommending out of body ex-
periences "as a way to visualize a world
without boundaries."

In a meeting of the American Forum
on Education in 51. Louis, the emphasis
was on "the position of global education
for the 1990s," addressing such concerns
as "Developing strategies for Inter-
nationalizing the State Curriculum."
Cuddy also lists Public Opillioll maga-
zine as pointing oul Ihe "efforl to re-
structure the whole of undergraduate
curricula so that it will reOect the Coun-
cil on Learning's view of the world."
The Council on Learning is another
educational organization, which advo·
cates that "Ihe United States should re-
ject sovereignty in favor of an interde-
pendent relationship with the world."



Thousands of voices representing the three
great forces described in Bible prophecy are
spewing forth a flood of convincing,
logical-sounding, and cunningly deceptive
arguments

Another organization that calls itself
Planctary Citizens "has declared itself as
'an agent of change and transformation'
that seeks to 'redesign education' and
promotes the pledge that 'as a member
of Ihe planetary family of humanity, the
good of the world eommunity is my first
concern.' "

Another organization, Global Edu-
cation Associates, is a growing network
of individuals in more than 50 countries.
It has declared: "The human eommunity
is training to break through the straight-
jacket of obsolete national paradigms to
a viable world community," and it sup-
ports world order with a "whole-earth
spirituality."

The fedcralty funded Nonhwest Re-
giona/ Education Laboratory has pUb-
lished a document called Global Educa-
tioll: Stoteo/theArt. In it one reads "that
global education incorporates the view
that black and white answers probably
never really existed, but the time is long
past when even the myth can endure.
Competent world citizens/' they insist,
"must act in the large zone of grays
where absolutes are absent."

From the review of the evidence,
Cuddy concludes: "Global educators
today have made a concerted effort to
have their views contained in every sub-
ject in every school. According to a
reporl by the Study Commission on
Global Education, all school courses
should be infused with a global perspec-
tive.

But because these ideas are clearly
intended to tear down and destroy faith
in God's Word, His law, and His pro-
mises, thoughtful, Bible-believing
Christians who recognize this thought
invasion arc apt to resist il.
Of this, thought designers are well

aware. Therefore the old faithful tech-
nique of the use of buzz words is in-
voked. If people catch on to what you
arc doing, just call it by a different,
innocent-sounding name. As an ex-

ample, "a memo dated April 19, 1985,
on Seattle Publie Schools stationary
from 'Jim Groh, Rockefeller Project'
cautions that 'the term "Global Educa-
tion" is an extreme, political hot potato
at this time' with 'right-wing Christian
groups' opposing its use, and instead of
using the term 'Global Education,' dis-
trict personnel should note that a 'tem-
porarily safe term is-multicultural/in-
ternational curriculum development.' "IS

But why all this charade of secrecy?
Who cares if in the schools children are
taught Globol Swdies? Parents might
think, "Great, the kids need to know
something about geography." That is
what they are expected to think. The real

effort, however, is to teach the children
that we are all one world and that we
have to sacri rice to save our planet,
Mother Earth, who is in trouble. They
are taught that to cling to the idea of
loyalty to one's country is outdated and
irrational because we must all work
together for world peace and survival.
The stakes are too high to allow the
luxury of such selfish and old-fashioned
sentimentality as patriotism.

This is the reason for the recent
arguments over the right to desecrate the
flag. If respect for the flag can be de-
stroyed, people will be more open to
accept the one-world idea.

We have evidence that children in
the schools are being taught that over-
population and pollution and ruthless
exploitation of nature arc destroying
Mother Earth. Since when we die, they
are told, we are reincarnated into another
form of life anyway, to die would be a
generous sacrifice to Mother Earth by
reducing the pressure of overpopulation.
Therefore, suicide is considered to be a
magnanimous ritual sacrifice to help
save the planet. Abortion is seen as also
serving the same purpose.16

This is what children are being
taughL in some public schools, and then
we wonder about the recently reported

study of high school students. Forty
percent of girls and 25 percent of boys
said they had seriously considered sui-
cide. Nearly 20 percent of the girls and
10 percent of the boys reported that they
had actually tried it. Those are the ones
that wcre not successful. Teen suicides
are on a steady increase.'?

Thus thousands of voices repre-
senting the three great forces described
in Bible prophecy arc spewing forth a
flood of convincing, logical-sounding,
and cunningly deceptive arguments.
They bombard us from every direction,
like the frogs, trying to redesign the
thinking of the masses to accept and
endorse Satan's great counterfeit solu-
tion to the terrible conditions in the
world today. 0

I Jerry Rifkin. quoted from promotion:ll mer from
publishcr, Thc Grecnhouse Crisis Foumi11ion,
J130 17th SI. #630 N.W., \v"shinglon, D.C.
20036, October 1989

: 1:11 Brooke, "TIle New World Order: '11e Logic:l1
Choice for a Deceived World," Omega Lellcr,
June 1989

I See 2 Timothy 3:1-3
• Omega Leflcr, June 1989
J Ibid.
• NewAgeJollmal, M:lylJune J989
7 Quoted in Life, October 3, 1969
I Quoted in David A. Nochel,11/CLcgacyofJoflll
LClltIOfI, (rtlOmas Nelson, Pub.: Nashville) 1982,
85

, Nariofwl Observer, Janunry 15, 1968,22
'0 World Goodwill Newsletter (Lucis Public:ltions),
November 1, 1989

II Ibid.
Il Christian World Report, April 1989
I.' 51. LOllis Dispatch, M:lY 2, 1988
It Ibid.
U Ibid.
,. Samantha Smith, noted rescnrcher and lecturer
on the infiltration of New Age thinking into
publie schools. person:ll communic:ltion. M:lrch
3,1988
"See Educatioll July 9, 1988

In a most decided, posi-
tive manner we are to
show that we have not
changed our faith. Do
not make it appear that
there is no difference
between him that serv-
eth God and him that
serveth Him not.
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Fortify YourMind!
Publications for you, your friends, and your neighbors

Preparing for Eternity . . . . . $3.50
Spirit of Prophecy compilation on 26 vital topics

Waymarks ojAdventism . . . . . . . $2.50
A concise study of the pillar doctrines

Pastor Ron Spear
At the Crossroads: The Seventh-day
Adventist Church 1990 . . . . . . . $1.00
. . . . . . . . . . . . fifty or more, 50(1

The Counterfeit and the Genuine ... $2.50
Excellent for non-Adventists fifty or more, $1.25

Lloyd and Leola Rosenvold
Separation and Unity . . . . . . . . $6.00
Should you leave? or stay? Many Spirit of
Prophecy statements

A Saving Relationship . . . . $4.50
A careful look at popular concepts of
righteou ness by faith

The Battle for the Mind . . . . $6.00
An examination of the claims and practices of
the "deliverance ministry"

The Voice ofAuthority
God's voice can still be heard

. . . . . $1.00
. fifty or more, 50(1

Dave Fiedler
Adventism and Walter Martin
From 1955-1989

. . . . $1.10

Ralph Larson
Preach the Word $2.50
Guidelines for sermon preparation

Tell ojHis Power . . . . . . . . $12.95
1200 Spirit of Prophecy statements on victory
and overcoming-very practical

The Word Was Made Flesh . . . . . $11.95
100 years of Adventist teaching on the human
nature of Christ-must reading!

Vernon Sparks
Authority in God's Church . . . $5.00
211 pages of Spirit of Prophecy counsel

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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For Computer Users
PC Study Bible . . . . . . . . . $140.00
Includes KJY, NIY, ASv. GreeklHebrew
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